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Entirely His 
By Ida A. Guirey 


HERE is a joy in serving Christ 
Which nothing else can give, 
And richest blessings crown the life 
When for the Lord we live. 


Our “loaves and fishes” brought to Him 
He breaks and multiplies 

To feed the hungry souls of men 
With Bread that satisfies. 


How good to be an instrument 
Of grace that He can use 

At any time, in any place, 
However He may choose; 


A vessel purified and filled 
With living water sweet, 

A harp divinely tuned and thrilled 
At Heaven’s mercy-seat! 


i 
Satan’s Counterfeit Program 


One of Satan’s cleverest and most 
subtle deceptions is to make people believe 
that they will be miserable if they allow 
God to rule their lives, and that their 
greatest happiness lies in having their 
own way. It is not only the unregenerate 
who are caught by this snare, for prob- 
ably most young Christians have a great 
struggle before surrendering their lives 
to God, through the fear that if they do 
they will lose life’s greatest joys. This 
great lie, with which Satan holds multi- 
tudes in bondage, is not new, for he used 
it effectively in the Garden of Eden. 
Preaching recently in the College Church 
at Wheaton, IIl., Dr. Carl Armerding, the 
pastor, and professor of Bible and Theol- 


ogy in Wheaton College, drew a vivid con- 
trast between a life filled with God’s 
love and love to God, and one dom- 
inated by Satan, and expounded with 
unusual clarity the record of the temp- 
tation in the Garden. Referring to the 
serpent’s words, “Ye shall not surely 
die: for God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil” (Gen. 3:4, 5), Dr. Armer- 
ding spoke of “Satan posing as a cham- 
pion of the rights of man.” He believes 
that “when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleas- 
ant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise” (v. 6), these very 
thoughts had been insinuated into her 
mind by Satan, for he “makes you be- 
lieve he has a complete program for 
your life,” which will include every part 
of your being. The Devil is still using 
the same tactics today, persuading men 
that science, education, the arts, and 
other branches of human learning and 
activity are all that is needed to satisfy 
man’s heart and mind, and that religion 
only cramps his thought and talents. But 


x 


only God can fully satisfy the human 
heart, and He ean use to the fullest ad- 
varitage all a man’s mental abilities and 
special talents. What the world gen- 
erally leaves out of its calculations is 
that man is a threefold being, composed 
of spirit, mind, and body. The world 
makes ample provision for mind and 
body, and either denies the existence of 
a spirit, or ignores it; or thinks that one 
hour a week of formal worship is all 
the cultivation it needs. But many who 
have keen minds and strong bodies have 
empty and aching hearts, because God 
is given only a smal] corner or no place 
t all in their lives. Let us never forget 
that Satan is an imposter and a liar 
from the beginning, and that the idea 
that he is a champion of man’s best 
rights is utterly false. Dr, Armerding 
made it crystal clear that our greatest 
happiness and usefulness lies in yield- 
ing our whole beings to God, putting Him 
first in all things, and loving Him with 
all our hearts. Only then can God do 
for us all that He wants to do in giving 
us peace and joy in our hearts, victory 
over temptation, and power in service. 
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Men Who Let the World Go By 


OST people are out to make the 
M most they can of this world, and 

many do it with little or no 
thought of God. Their activities and 
ambitions revolve around themselves in- 
stead of being determined by the Word 
and Kingdom of God. It is the few, not 
the many who are content to let the 
world go by, yet to this few the world 
owes an enormous debt. They are the 
salt of the earth, staying the utter cor- 
ruption of society. They are the light 
of the world, keeping God’s truth shin- 
ing in the darkness of sin and ungodli- 
ness. The best things we have in this 
world are ours because of men who 
loved not the world, but loved the Lord 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is good, a strong hold 
in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him” 
(Nah. 1:7). 




















théir God with all their heart. And 
apart from our Lord Himself, of al] the 
men who have let the world go by to 
serve God perhaps the two who have 
done most for mankind are Moses and 
Paul. 

1. Think of their renunciation, “By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter; choosing rather to share ill 
treatment with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son; accounting the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt .. .” (Heb. 11:24-26a, A.S.V.). 
The world that Moses renounced was 
the world of high social standing, the 
world of wealth and its pleasures, the 
world sof political power. The world 
that Paul renounced was the promising 
prospect of a brilliant career as a learned 
and influential Jewish rabbi, the succes- 
sor of Gamaliel. Howbeit, what things 
were gain to Saul of Tarsus, those did 
Paul the Christian count loss for Christ. 
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The appeal of the world comes in one 
way to one man, and along another line 
to another man. But always the world 
is the enemy of the God-devoted life. 
Always the godly are called on to make 
some renunciations for God and the Gos- 
pel. Always the believer must be care- 
ful while in the world not to be of it, 
must be content to let the world go by. 

And what is this world we must re- 
nounce? Not the world as a display of 
God’s creative power. In that we may 
rejoice as the handiwork of our 
Heavenly Father. Not the race of men 
that God so loved as to send His Son 
to redeem them. Rather the world we 
are to renounce is the world of busy 
human concerns with God shut out. 
Some earthly matters must occupy us 
while we are on earth, but they are 
not so to absorb us as to rival God’s 
place in our hearts. Herrick Johnson 
wrote: “Buying, possessing, accumulat- 
ing, this is not worldliness. But doing 
this in the love of it, with no love to 
God paramount, doing it so that thoughts 
of God and eternity are an intrusion, 
doing it so that one’s spirit is secular- 
ized in doing it—this is worldliness.” 
Warnings against such a love of the 
world are plain in Scripture, for the 
love of the world is a peril besetting 
everyone. We are wise to ponder the 
lives of great men of God who were 
content to let the world go by, and then 
to pray that their spirit of detachment 
from the world and of utter devotion 
to God may be ours—that their renun- 
ciation of the world may be repeated 
in us. 


2. Consider next the influence of men 
who let the world go by. Who has done 
the most for mankind, Moses, or the 
Pharaohs, of whom perhaps he might 
have been one? Who has more pro- 
foundly influenced and blessed our 
race, Paul the Christian apostle, or 
Gamaliel, the learned Jewish theologian 
whose successor Paul might have been? 
The extraordinary fact is that the world 
owes most to those that love it least. 

Note this, too. The believer’s separa- 
tion from the world is necessary to his 
exerting his greatest and best influence 
upon the world. Archimedes said, “Give 
me a lever long enough and a fulcrum 
on which to rest it and I will move the 
world.” But the fulcrum must be out- 
side the mass to be moved. And God 
has always done His work of blessing 
the world through the few who stood 
apart from the world, content to let it 
and its prizes go by. It is a great mis- 
take to think that to influence the world 
for good we must be of the world, must 
descend to its level and live after its 
standards. Faithful minority groups of 
Christians are ever tempted to relax 
their standards and accommodate them- 
Selves more to the world, so as to be- 
come bigger numerically and financially. 
But as often as they do so they lose in 
power to influence the world and draw 
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men back to God. The doctrine of the 
remnant is written large in Scripture, 
and always it has been by the faithful 
minority, never by the worldly majority 
God’s real work has been done. 

A Toronto newspaper, commenting on 
the increase of crime in Canada, said it 
was a symptom of a spiritual illness 
eating away at the foundations of life. 
“The sense of sin,” said the editor, “has 
become very weak; indeed it is out of 
fashion.” Saying the moral conscience of 
the nation was in the custody of the 
Christian churches, the writer went on: 
“But church people generally have lost 
their zeal. They fear to be thought dif- 
ferent from their fellow citizens. It 
takes a special sort of courage to be.a 
minority on moral grounds. Statistically 
the churches were never stronger. But 
it would be better to have smaller con- 
gregations composed of those who stood 
for something than huge assemblies 
primarily interested in the social aspect 
of church membership. It is the saving 
remnant, the consecrated minority which 
sets the moral tone and establishes the 
health of society.” 

So there it is, a daily newspaper tell- 
ing the Christian Church in Canada it 
is time she stood for something; that 
it were better to have churches small 
but faithful rather than big but con- 
formed to the world. Even the world 
knows that when Christianity is most 
apart from the world she exerts her 
greatest influence upon the world; that 
to the few who let the world go by, the 
world at large owes the best it has. 

3. Now observe that these few have 
their recompense. They prove that he that 
will lose his life for Christ’s sake finds 
it. That was true of Moses. Choosing 
to suffer affliction with the people of 
God instead of enjoying Egypt’s wealth 
and power, he chose what brought him 
an exceeding great reward. He ex- 
changed eminent position, brilliant pros- 
pects, bright pleasures, and great wealth 
for ill treatment, bitter reproach, strong 


(Continued on page 1093) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Day of Prayer for Missions 
A new call has just been issued for 
prayer meetings for foreign missions on 
New Year’s Day in Philadelphia. It was 
sent out by a committee of six, repre- 
senting several organizations. There 
will be three sessions, beginning at 
10 a.m., 2.30 p.m., and 7 p.m., which will 
include fifteen-minute periods given to 
prayer for twenty-three home and for- 
eign missions, besides Jewish missions, 
rescue missions, radio broadcasts, Chris- 
tian education and publications. The 
committee’s letter follows: 
“Certainly there were clear evidences 
of the blessings of the Lord upon the 
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Day of Prayer for Missions throughout 
the world, held last New Year’s Day at 
the Philadelphia Bible Institute. From 
the committee responsible, and from 
many who attended, came the strong 
appeal for making similar plans for the 
first day of the year of 1954. 

“It is with great joy that we are able 
to announce to you that once again the 
children of God will assemble at the 
same place, the Chapel of the Philadel- 
phia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch Street, 
for prayer. The purpose of this Day of 
Prayer is not to promote any organiza- 
tion, or movement, but to unite in defi- 
nite intercession for the blessing of God 
upon His work during 1954, 

“The world situation seems to be in 
greater distress and confusion than it 
was a year ago. From the viewpoint of 
missions, there are indications of more 
fearful onslaughts of the enemy. As we 
think of the great continents of the 
world, we find the forces of darkness 
seeking to bring about in Africa a re- 
turn to paganism, with its accompanying 
witchcraft and devil worship; in Asia, 
the dominating influences of the godless, 
Satan-inspired communistic philosophy; 
in Europe, the despair of a distraught, 
war-sick, agnostic people, wavering be- 
tween many opinions of uncertainty; in 
South America and Latin America gen- 
erally, the subtle, scheming, cruel oppo- 
sition of the fanatical adherents of Ro- 
man Catholicism; and, alas, here in our 
own North America, the waves of child 
delinquency, crime increase, material- 
ism, frivolous amusement, presenting a 
need for your prayers as never before. 
Thank God for the revival blessings that 
are manifest in various places through- 
out the world. Is it not because many 
faithful prayer-warriors have carried on? 

“We urge you, dear fellow believer, to 
meet with others to pray, to call upon 
God. Hear the Lord speak through His 
prophet Jeremiah in a day that was dark 
and dismal: ‘Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and shew thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not’ 
(Jer, 33:3). Do you see it? Great and 
mighty things! There are needs around 
the world that from every human and 
natural consideration seem to be impos- 
sible, but there is nothing impossible 
with God. Come, Christian intercessor, 
and call upon God, 

“Quarter-hour periods will be given to 
special fields and missions. Representa- 
tives of these missions will be present 
merely to present some vital needs for 
prayer, and not for the purpose of bring- 
ing a mesSage. At the opening of each 
of the three sessions there will be a 
brief message by the chairman of the 
period, on the subject of prayer, with 
reminders from the Word of God. Some 
may be able to spend the entire day, 
in which case meals may be taken at 
near-by restaurants. Some may be able 
to attend only one or two of the periods. 
We pray that you will share with us in 
this fine way to begin the New Year.” 
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I. The Christ-Centered Life 


Some of the marks of a true Christian 





MONG those who call themselves 
Christians there is a surprisingly 


small minority who are anxious 
to grow in the Lord and really attain 
the wonderful possibilities that He has 
opened up for them, and-to measure up 
to the high and holy standards He has 
laid down in His Word as the standards 
to which He expects that we should at- 
tain. It is for this reason that there are 
so many caricatures of what Christians 
should be, and also that there are so 
many people who are not attracted at all 
to the Gospel. I hope that as the result 
of thinking together on this matter in 
this series of articles we shall all have 
a clearer conception of what the Lord 
has made possible for us, and also of 
what He expects us to become for the 
glory of His name as well as for our 
own blessing. 

We shall think first of the center, 
which is of course Christ Himself. What 
is the Christian life? That is a question 
that a good many people find rather 
difficult to answer. To many to be a Chris- 
tian is to subscribe to a certain creed. 
Creeds are tremendously worth-while 
things when they occupy their proper 
place and are used correctly; but merely 
to believe in a creed does not necessarily 
make one a Christian. Others will tell 
you that a Christian is a person who 
follows a certain code of ethics. Again 
I say that a Christian certainly must 
have a code of ethics which he must fol- 
low in order to live like a Christian; 
but merely following a code of ethics 
does not make a man a Christian any 
more than wearing American clothes, 
eating American food, and living like an 
American makes one automatically an 
American citizen. In the same way, 
others will tell you that as long as you 
follow the will of Christ part of the 
time and your own will part of the time, 
that. too, will probably mean you will 
be classed as a Christian; but again that, 
too, falls very short of the truth. 


Christ the Center of Our Being 

A true Christian is a man who has the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
very center of his being and is seeking 
at all times to live out His will and glo- 
rify Him in all things and in all his re- 
lationships. I remember hearing, as a 
boy, of one of Napoleon Bonaparte’s old 
soldiers who was intensely loyal to his 
emperor and had followed him through 
many of his campaigns. On one occa- 
sion he was wounded by a bullet which 
had lodged in his chest and was causing 
him great pain. He was carried to the 
hospital tent and was laid upon the crude 
operating table. There was, of course, 
no anesthetic in those days, and the sur- 


Dr. Soltau’s series of articles on the 
Christian life, which have appeared 
from time to time in these columns, 
have come out of years of Bible 
study and personal experience as a 
Christian worker. For twenty-five 
years he was a missionary in Korea, 
and since his return to this country 
he has held two pastorates. At pres- 
ent he is the pastor of the First 
Evangelical Church in Memphis, 
Tenn.; and he is frequently called 
upon to give radio messages. This 
article is the first of a series of radio 
messages, which will continue in the 
Times for eight weeks. Dr. Soltau 
broadcasts at 10.15 a.m. Sunday over 
WMC, Memphis. 








geon began to probe the wound in order 
to find and extract the bullet before 
blood poisoning set in. As his probe 
went deeper and deeper into the wound, 
the old soldier gasped out in his intense 
pain, “If you go much deeper, sir, you 
will find the Emperor.” That French 
veteran’s heart was so deeply loyal to 
his emperor whom he had faithfully fol- 
lowed for many years, that it seemed to 
him that the emperor had almost taken 
up his residence in his heart. That is a 
faint picture of what our relationship 
should be to the Lord and of the place 
that He should occupy in our hearts and 
in our thoughts and interests. Let us 
think about this for a little. 

If my life is truly Christ-centered, He 
will be the subject of my thoughts and 
interest much of the time. How many 
times each day do you think of Him and 
meditate on His will for you, and ask 
yourself whether or not you are living 
the way He would have you to live and 
doing the things that please Him? The 
story is told of Charles Spurgeon, that 
when he was well on in years a young 
man came to him and asked him if he 
had ever been discouraged and thought 
of giving up his work in the ministry. 
Spurgeon replied that as far as he knew 
he had never thought of giving up. On 
being asked as to the secret of his non- 
discouragement even when times were 
hard, Spurgeon replied: “Some twenty- 
five years ago I, Charles Spurgeon, died, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ took up His 
residence in my heart.. Since then, dur- 
ing my waking moments, as far as I can 
remember, not a single period of fifteen 
minutes passes without my thinking of 
my Lord.” Unless we make a habit of 
thinking of our Lord and of being con- 
cerned with His interests and His will, 
we can never regard ourselves as living 
lives that are Christ-centered as He has 
meant them to be. 
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It will also mean that He is the object 
of our study and knowledge. So many 
people have been church members for 
years and yet have never made even a 
beginning of the intelligent reading and 
study of their Bibles. They can hardly 
find their way around among the books 
of the Bible, and therefore in a:most 
every case are terribly ignorant of Him 
who is revealed in some way or other 
in every book of the Bible—the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. When the Bible 
is studied with a humble and open mind, 
in dependence uron the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, there is no book that can 
match it for bez ity, for interest, or for 
its wonderful, life-giving, and refresh- 
ing power. The more you know it the 
more you will know Him, and the more 
you love the Book the more you will 
come into vital and living communion 
with the One whom the Book sets forth 
in all His beauty, His authority, and His 
power. 

Christ the Center of Love and Adoration 

A Christ-centered life is a life in which 
Christ Himself is the one in whom love 
and adoration are all centered. As John 
writes, “We love him, because he first 
loved us” (1 John 4:19). The more we 
come to understand His love for us as 
it is revealed in His Word, and the more 
we appreciate what His love for us has 
made possible for everyone who be- 
lieves and accepts in faith God’s gracious 
gifts, the more our hearts will go out in 
adoration and love and gratitude to 
Him who. “though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). 

Finally, a Christ-centered life is a life 
that is continually being transformed 
into His glorious likeness. Just as a 
sensitive film in the camera when the 
shutter is opened takes on the likeness 
of the objects immediately in front of 
it, so also, as the heart is opened to the 
glorious person of the eternal Son of 
God, the Holy Spirit, through a divine 
and mysterious process transfers the 
likeness and the beauty of God's Son into 
the heart and life of the one who seeks 
to make Him the very center of his life 
As Paul writes, to his friends in Rome, 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice. And be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God” (Rom, 12:1, 2). 
The word “transformed” is the same 
word translated “transfigured,” which 
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was applied to the Lord Jesus Christ 
when He was on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. Just as the glory of His di- 
vine person broke through the veil of 
His flesh and illuminated even His gar- 
ments, so that same glory in an increas- 
ing degree will be manifested.in the life 
of him who has enthroned the Lord of 
glory in his heart, and seeks to obey 
Him and to put His will first in every 
decision and live out that will to His 
honor and glory. That is the secret of 
transformed life and character: the abid- 
ing presence of the divine Son of God 
within the heart, recognized, honored, 
and obeyed day by day; until His glori- 
ous likeness and the perfection of His 
character are seen more and more in the 


5 NEW era is dawning in the land of 

Israel today as the Jews are return- 
ing to their ancient homeland from all 
parts of the world. We were deeply im- 
pressed with this fact during our recent 
visit to the land of the Bible, 

Multitudes of God’s children in many 
countries are interceding day by day 
for the Jews in their ancient homeland; 
and the Lord is graciously hearing and 
answering their prayers. In proof of 
this new era of increasing interest in 
the Word of God among the Jews, let 
me give the testimony of two stalwart 
missionaries who have labored for years 
in the land of Israel. This earnest couple, 
man and wife, have been making their 
chief business the distribution of our 
New Testaments, carefully and prayer- 
fully, among Jewish people in the Holy 
Land. 

It was fifteen years ago, when these 
two missionaries were at the crossroads 
of their ministry in Israel, wondering 
what their future work would be. Be- 
cause of the war it seemed they would 
have to return to their native land. They 
had a day of fasting and prayer. Then 
they were led to see some of our Hebrew 
Prophecy New Testaments on display in 
Jerusalem. Upon inquiry they were told 
that our Campaign provided these, free 
of charge, to evangelical missionaries 
among the Jews, for persona] presenta- 
tion to Jewish people who would agree 
to read them. They were greatly im- 
pressed with this plan of spreading God’s 
Word among the Jews. Then and there 
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conversation and conduct, and the old 
man is covered up and kept hidden from 
view by the new man in Christ Jesus, 
who has taken up His abode and be- 
come the Lord of that life. 

Our God and Father, we praise 
Thee for the gift of Thy Son, our 
Lord and Saviour, and we desire 
increasingly to have Him as the cen- 
ter of our lives. Lead us on to know 
Him more intimately, to serve Him 
more devotedly, and to concentrate 
our thoughts and attention on Him, 
that we may day by day be trans- 
formed into His glorious likeness. 
In His name we pray. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


X. A New Era Dawning in Israel 


As both orthodox and modern Jews receive and read the New Testament 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


This is the tenth in the series telling of the visit to Israel last summer 
by Mr. and Mrs. Davis. There will be two more articles appearing in 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs, and the entire series, with additional mate- 
rial, is now available as a single volume entitled, “Sowing God’s Word 
in Israel Today.” It is bound in leatherette and is suitable for Christ- 
mas gifts. The cost is 60 cents a copy, or five copies to one address, 
$2.50, Address orders with remittance to Million Testaments Campaign, 
Inc., 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 


the Lord called them to devote their 
energies to this work, and they have 
done so ever since, with great blessing. 
We had delightful fellowship with 
these Bible-loving missionaries when we 
were in Israel three years ago, and we 
were glad to renew this friendship dur- 
ing our recent visit. Shortly before we 
left Israel we had blessed times of fel- 
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lowship with them in their little home. 
We asked them whether they had seen 
any special change in the attitude of the 
Jews in Israel during the past fifteen 
years since they have been going from 
colony to colony, and horhe to home, 
giving out our New Testaments. In re- 
ply our friends said: 

“During the early years of our work 
only a few of the Jews were interested. 
In many of the villages we were not 
allowed to give out the New Testa- 
ments openly. We were sent away, and 
told not to come inside the colony 
with those Books. Now, however, it is 
very different. We praise God for the 
way in which He is opening the hearts 
of the Jews and making them more and 
more receptive to the Word of God and 
to the Gospel message. 

“Today we can sit openly in the col- 
onies, with groups of Jews around us, 
asking questions about Christ. And the 
Jews are far more eager to receive New 
Testaments than they were formerly. 
Many are studying the New Testament in 
groups. In many cases the reading of the 
New Testament is leading the Jews to 
want to know more about the Old Tes- 
tament. It is exactly the opposite to 
what we would have expected. Natu- 
rally, we would have thought that it 
would be the reading of the Old Testa- 
ment that would make them long to 
read the New Testament, but just the 
reverse of this is happening. 

“During the fifteen years of our giv- 
ing out God’s Word in the colonies, we 
have thought again and again that our 
work would soon be finished. But new 
settlements are constantly springing up. 
Hence, our work is by no means con- 
cluded. We also keep on visiting the 
old settlements. Formerly, as a rule, it 
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A view of a Jewish colony in the fertile Emek-Jezreel plain in northern Israel 


Photograph by Israel Gov't Press Division 
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was only the young people who were in- 
terested, but now the older ones are also 
open and receptive to the Word of God.” 

As our friends were telling us this 
story of their labors in the colonies 
throughout the years, I said to them: 
“Do you not think that this changed atti- 
tude of the Jews is in answer to the 
prayers of God’s children throughout the 
world?” 

The husband answered at once, saying, 
“IT am very sure that this is the cause of 
the new and greater interest of the Jews 
in the Word of God, and in the Gospel.” 

Then our friend continued: “Years 
ago the Jews did not want to read any- 
thing about Paul. (The Jews despised 
him as a renegade who departed from 
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the Jewish religion.) But now they ask 
us, ‘Have you anything else written by 
Paul?’ Then, often, they begin to tell 
us about Paul’s conversion, and about 
his work for the Lord, as though we 
had never heard it before. And we 
listen attentively, rejoicing in our 
hearts. 

“One day we went to an orthodox 
village to visit the homes and to give 
out New Testaments to those. who would 
like to read them. The first man that 
we met said: ‘You have come to the 
wrong place today. No one in this vil- 
lage will take a New Testament, be- 
cause they are orthodox.’ 

“Again and again we have had a re- 


(Continued on page 1092) 


|. Eleven Million Witnesses in the Orient 


Where “the Land of Heartbreak” is “overripe for evangelization”’ 


“Blessed be the Lord God of our 
fathers, which hath put such a thing 
as this in the king’s heart” (Ezra 


7:27). 


HIS beatitude of Ezra on behalf of 

Artaxerxes, king of Persia, has been 
echoed by God’s servants in the Orient as 
they have seen in China and Formosa Gen- 
eralissimo Chiang Kai-shek and Generals 
George C. Marshall and Albert C. Wede- 
meyer; in Japan, General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, General Matthew B. Ridgway, 
and Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida; 
and in Korea, President Syngman Rhee 
and General William K. Harrison, Jr., 
writing letters, issuing directives, and 
making public statements in behalf of 
Christian evangelism and Scripture dis- 
tribution in these lands. 

The last eight years have witnessed 
a revolution in evangelization procedure 
in the Orient. To the Pocket Testament 
League of New York was given the 
vision of the urgent need for getting 
God’s Word to the great masses of the 
Far East before the doors were closed 
by Communism and nationalism. A pro- 
gram was worked out for a large-scale 
“seed-sowing” campaign to distribute 
Scripture portions and proclaim the 
Gospel message to the greatest number 
in the shortest space of time. PTL 
evangelistic teams worked in close co- 
operation with existing missions. In the 
areas evangelized, decision cards signed 
by seekers have been turried over to 
the evangelical missions of the area for 
follow-up. 

In 1945, the Pocket Testament League 
undertook the distribution of one mil- 
lion Chinese Gospels of John to the 
Nationalist soldiers and to civilians on 
the mainland. Here was established the 
pattern of co-ordinated Scripture distri- 
bution and evangelistic indoor and out- 
door meetings that has been followed 
ever since. And here the Gospel sound 
truck came into its own as a powerful 


By GLENN WAGNER 


Foreign Secretary, Pocket Teftament League 


instrument of missionary evangelism. 

In 1947, the distribution of Chinese 
Gospels was extended to Formosa as the 
work continued on the mainland. In a 
letter which proved to be a mandate 
in its power to open doors, Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek wrote: 

“The League’s representatives in China 
have my wholehearted support in their 
work to distribute large numbers of the 
Holy Bible in Taiwan and to preach the 
Gospel to the people, and I wish all 
the organizations approached by these 
representatives will extend to them facil- 
ities for the performance of their duties.” 

Approximately half a million Gospels 
have been distributed in Formosa, where 
PTL workers have had free access to 
the Nationalist Army. Many thousands 
of Nationalist soldiers have been evange- 
lized, and the work continues today un- 
der the direction of Harry Liu and An- 
drew Lu. In addition to the work in the 
cities and among the troops, the PTL 
teams have aided the work of missions 
among the aborigines (formerly head 
hunters) in the rugged hill country. 
These primitive people have received 
the Gospel with greater eagerness than 
have the city dwellers, who often look 
down on them as an inferior order of 
beings. 

Two years passed in this work. Then 
in March, 1949, the League entered Japan 
at the invitation of General Douglas 
MacArthur for free distribution of the 
Scriptures. God had raised up a second 
great leader to open doors; and open 
them he did with this forceful endorse- 
ment: 

“I have urgently requested the Pocket 
Testament League to make available to 
the Japanese people ten million portions 
of the Scriptures rather than the one 
million which had been in the original 
plan. This distribution of the Bible in 
connection with their public meetings 
for the people of Japan has my hearty 
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endorsement, and I sincerely request any 
assistance the representatives of the 
League may need in the performance of 
their duties.” 

Last fall, General MacArthur, here in 
the States, personally autographed the 
ten millionth Japanese Gospel of John, 
and, in the League’s continuing ministry in 
Japan, nearly eleven million Gospels and 
New Testaments to date have been dis- 
tributed in the large cities throughout 
the four main islands, and more recently 
in the smaller towns and villages where 
the efforts of the PTL workers are now 
concentrated, and where the response is 
as great in proportion to population as 
it was in the first months of the big 
city rallies. 

In February of 1950, when President 
Syngman Rhee first visited Japan at 
General MacArthur's _ invitation he 
called the office of the League to re- 
quest a similar free distribution of the 
Scriptures in Korea Before the 
could be started, the Korean war broke 
out, and it was not until November, 
1951, that the way was opened for the 
League to respond to this invitation 
Again God had His man at the head of 
the government. President Rhee wrote 

“On behalf of the people of Korea I 
wish to express my sincere appreciation 
for the efforts you and your associates 
put forward to distribute millions of 
copies of Scripture portioi Korea. 
To a nation full of suffering, bleeding, 
and sorrow, what else could bring cheer, 
comfort, and hope. Let us know if we 
can do anything to help you in your 


work 


great work.” 

It was no accident that when the mo- 
ment arrived for renewed and intensi- 
fied missionary effort in China and 
Formosa, in Japan, and in Korea, each 
of these great nations should have had 
at its head a man with keen apprecia- 
tion of the importance and power of 
the Word of God in transforming hu- 
man lives and in combatting the spread 
of Communism. , Without their active 
interest and erfdorsement this distribu- 
tion of more than eleven million Gos- 
pels and several hundred thousand New 
Testaments would have been impossible. 
And without the friendly co-operation 
and follow-up work of the missionary 
organizations and the Navigators on 
these fields, much of the seed sown 
would have been snatched away by the 
Evil One before it had a chance to take 
root The Pocket Testament League 
gladly acknowledges its continuing in- 
debtedness to these indispensable allies. 

In a later article, the tremendous op- 
portunity facing the League today in 
Korea will be discussed. Phenomenal as 
was the response in Japan, PTL workers 
report a far more eager reception of 
the Gospel in this ravaged “Land of 
Heartbreak,” which one of our men 
recently described as “overripe” for 
evangelization. 

(To be continued) 
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testimony makes one think of that 

of an earlier and distinguished 
member of the armed services, Rear 
Admiral Alfred T. Mahan, well remem- 
bered for his book, “The Influence of 
Sea Power on History.” His Christian 
witness is quoted in his biography by 


(G tcstimon HARRISON’S Christian 


C. C. Taylor: 3 
“IT have tried God these many years 
and found Him ever faithful. . . . To 


me He is and has been, not in my im- 
perfect service but in His own perfect 
faithfulness, Alpha and Omega... . All 
I have, all I am, all that I have accom- 
plished has been of Him and through 
Him. 

“Upon the Bible, my life rests for 
whatsoever is good and strong. Con- 
vinced that Christ is the Son of God 
in the deepest sense . . . I find in this 
belief . . . an intellectual satisfaction 
that surpasses any other in its inex- 
haustible freshness, daily renewing my 
strength and throwing an ever-increas- 
ing light upon the problems and diffi- 
culties of life... . He is to me one who 
speaks with authority where I do not 
understand. 

“The mental unrest of the world, be- 
,otten by the advances of the last cen- 
tury, has driven men to seek assurance 
in tangible action rather than in faith. 
The result is that, there being a vast 
amount of benevolent action done for 
kindly motives in which Christ has no 
part, we are smugly satisfied that all 
is right. Sinners? Not we! Look at 
our works! Nevertheless the loss of 
personal relation to Christ is sin, and 
the end as sure as cancer. When the 
fact of sin ‘becomes a personal concern, 
they will then welcome the Saviour as 
an ill man does a pWysician.” 


¥orean Notes.—William H. Chisholm, 
M.D., writes from Korea that the Amer- 
ican Bible Society is sending thither a 
Revised Standard Version copy of Mat- 
thew with a note to chapter 1:16 reading, 
“Other ancient authorities read, Joseph, 
to whom was betrothed the virgin Mary, 
was the father ef Jesus who is called 
Christ.” 

According to Dr. Allan A. MacRae, 
president of the faculty of Faith Theo- 
logical. Seminary, this note is not to be 
found in a single one of the hundreds 
of Greek manuscripts. It occurs only 
in a late Syriac one. Yet the Bible So- 
ciety is circulating this false note among 
the thousands of young Koreans now 
eagerly studying English. 

Mrs. Kim, a Korean woman, felt it her 
duty early in World War II to warn the 
Japanese war lords of God’s coming 
judgment, should they persist in their 


aggressions. She took a one-way ticket, 
not expecting to return, for her conduct 
meant almost certain death. She spoke 
personally with many officials and be- 
fore the Japanese Diet, warning of God's 
impending judgment. For this she spent 
five years in prison. 

The cell was crowded, heat and cold 
alternately fearful with the seasonal 
change, no sanitation, unspeakably bad 
food. Sight went and hearing partially. 
Yet she refused to bow before a Shinto 
shrine. 

Finally she was sentenced to be ex- 
ecuted, but the midnight before the fate- 
ful day, the prison door was suddenly 
torn open. A joyous crowd of Chris- 
tians welgomed her, singing. “All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name!” Japan had 
surrendered. With sight and health re- 
stored. Mrs. Kim and her husband are 
in America preparing for mission work 
among Koreans. 


Yaleian Mystification—The Presbyte- 
rian Church, U.S.A., at its 1953 General 
Assembly, expressed its “confidence in 
the Yale Center of Alcohol] Studies as a 
dependable source of information 
and commends its studies and publica- 
tions to the churches and ministers.” 

As if this were not enough, it added: 
“We would ask our churches to with- 
hold endorsement of such temperance 
groups as do not support our concern 
for alcoholics.” 

If this means anything, it means that 
Presbyterians are asked not to concern 
themselves with such movements as 
local option, but to major on the re- 
habilitation of alcoholics, 

This, of course, is what the liquor in- 
terests want. In its opinion the churches 
should confine themselves to the func- 
tion of a street-sweeping machine, clean- 
ing up the bottles, removing the drunks, 
and letting the distilleries and brew- 
eries operate undisturbed, 

After Repeal of Nationa] Prohibition, 
the Repealers stated that their next step 
would be to remove temperance instruc- 
tion from the public schools. This is 
going on as by schedule. Kansas, Oregon, 
and Ohio have already repealed their 
laws. In other states these laws are 
being systematically weakened by rep- 
resentatives from the Yale School. For 
this movement, Yale has provided a pre- 
posterous science exculpating alcohol. 
The Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education is issuing literature, e.g., “Al- 
cohol and Christian Responsibility,” 
which echoes Yale science to its last 
false detail and whose author seems to 
be wholly unconscious of what honest, 
experimental science is teaching on the 
subject. 

And _ the 


temperance organizations 


By ERNEST GORDON 


drift along without making any observ- 
able fight to uphold temperance teach- 
ing. Some still even back Yale teaching. 
Yesterday I received a letter from the 
leading Dry in Finland asking what is 
behind this Yale movement: “En- 
deavors are made by the liquor interests 
here to spread Yale points of view.” 
At the close of a conference in Copen- 
hagen, instituted by Dr. Jellinek, “of 
Yale,” there was a gala dinner at which 
all kinds of alcoholic drink were served 


Der Fuersorger of Zurich, writing on 
drunkenness among-Swiss women, says: 

“The alcoholism among women, in 
present-day extent, is related largely to 
the Americanizing of our drinking cus- 
toms. Bar, dancing, and home-bar have 
brought alcohol to the women in its most 
concentrated form. One must go back 
to the great times of Decline, as at the 
end of the Roman Empire, or to the 
epoch immediately preceding the Refor- 
mation, to find an era in which women 
have been so threatened. And today 
we stand only at the beginning of this 
dangerous development. The fruit will 
ripen in the next decades—rotten, evil 
fruit.” 

In Belgium, M. André de Boe says in 
“Interets Professionnels ou Interet Na- 
tional?”: “The cocktail habit has crossed 
the ocean from America and is ravaging 
the middle class women in Belgium. On 
party invitations the word ‘cocktail’ ap- 
pears at the end. This habit is conquer- 
ing, little by little, all classes of society.” 

So also from France comes an AP. 
dispatch (March 11) concerning an as- 
sembly of cardinals and archbishops call- 
ing for action against the terrifying rav- 
ages of alcoholism in France. Catholics 
are called to lead in the fight to free 
France “from the servitude imposed by 
the abuse of cocktails and other fatal 
drinks.” It is the American cocktail 
that is degrading Continental Europe. 

An eminent Swiss psychiatrist, Pro- 
fessor Staehelin of Basel writes in the 
Annuaire Médical Suisse: “The new al- 
coholic drinks which have come to us 
especially from America [cocktails] are 
beginning to show their dangerous ef- 
fects in grave alcoholic psychoses, not 
ably in delirium tremens and Korsakow’s 
psychosis now frequent.” 


In the Lund Conference of last year, 
certain churchmen would not take Com- 
munion with others in the Lund Cathe- 
dral. Swedish Bishop Aulén, after tak- 
ing part in all of Dr. Cavert’s world 
conferences since 1920, said, “They give 
a depressing impression, are repetitious, 
stamping on the same spot like a tied 
horse.” 
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| International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 13. DECEMBER 27. “THY KINGDOM COME” 
N Matthew 6:9, 10; 28:16-20; John 17:18-21; Acts 1:6-8; Revelation 11:15b; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever.—Rev. 11:15 





rV- 

_ Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
the Matt. 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father Shall believe on me through their word; 

b is which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 

En- 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 

>sts in heaven. world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

an ‘ ‘ : ‘ ‘ ‘ 

en- Chap. 28:16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Gali- Acts 1:6 When they therefore were come together, they 
“of lee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
ich 17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but again the kingdom to Israel? 

ed some doubted. 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 

on is given unto me in heaven and in earth, power. 

ys: 19 Go ye therefore, and teach al] nations, baptizing them 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
in in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
to Ghost: in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and unto 
uS- 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have the uttermost part of the earth. 

ive commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto ‘ ‘ : : . ° 

ost the end of the world. Amen. Rev. 11:15b The kingdoms of this world are become the 
ck . . . ‘ . : kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
che John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so for ever and ever. 

he have I also sent them into the world, Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
or 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
en might be sanctified through the truth. International Council of Religious Education. 

iV 

nis “ “ % “ 

ill 

vil His Kingdom so highly that He laid down Verse 17.—*. . . they worshipped him: 
The Lesson as a Whole His life to secure it. He, too, was but some doubted.” The “some” could 

in By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. tempted to go the way of self-gratifica- not have been any of the Eleven, who 

a- tion and self-preservation, but the high had seen the appearings in Jerusalem. 

ed Approach to the Lesson trust of kingship was more to Him than’ Was this the appearing to the five hun- 

ng ING EDWARD VIII abdicated the 4)) because it involved the will of the dred? (1 Cor. 15:6.) It is very possible. 
yn K throne of England in 1936. For father and the redemption of the world. Verse 18.—“All power is given unto me 

p- “the woman I love” he forfeited Jt was no matter of worldly ambition, in heaven and in earth.” For “power” 

r- a kingdom embracing a quarter of the put the sense of calling, of commission. read “authority.” The risen Christ— 

_” world’s population. Many hailed it as he Kingdom meant Calvary for Christ, the man, Christ Jesus—is “Lord of all” 

P. the act of a great lover. It was royal nq when the cry goes forth, “The king, (Acts 10:36). He has the right to com- 

” romance par excellence. It was not SO  qoms of this world are become the king- mand. 

a regarded in Britain, however. To them gqoms of our Lord, and of his Christ,” Verse 19.—“Go . teach all nations 

. it was a betrayal of a great trust for jt wil] be a blood-bought Kingdom into eins ian ‘ in oneea Porc 

cs selfish ends. He chose a life al ease which He will enter. Our King has not sion is a command of supreme authority, 

e pr Pe say Prone Poggi let us down. universal in its scope, specific in its in- 
re re e ape , , fie , 

nf queen, rather than the stern duties of Verse by Verse cy igor Cones ene Sapien. 

; : ‘ otice the triune name. 

i] the crown. A few years ago Edward Matt. 6:9.—“Our Father which art in ss . h 
(now Duke of Windsor) published his heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” This Verse 20.—“Teaching them to observe 

own account of the whole affair in “A wonderful prayer is for those who know prea ag a e., _~ may vy Agen: +E 

: King’s Story.” An answer has just ap- the intimate Father-son relation with he alia oo : abingce Pa Pe sa : 

“ peared in a book entitled “Gone With God>but it immediately strikes the note O08 WS RAS SOUR nee eee tv. 

F the Windsors,” in which the author, Iles _ of profound reverence. 19) need to be taught, and the chief thing 

S Brody speaks of the ex-king as “the : : to be taught is obedience. The promise 

¥s Duke of Windsor, who gave up every- Verse 10.—“Thy kingdom come. Thy of the Lord’s presence is co-extensive 

oom thing and let down everyone for the will be done in earth... Before the with the command—to the end of the 
: : : ‘. prayer touches our needs, it teaches us “age.” 
sake of his own happiness. : ; 

‘ We cannot be Edward’s judge, but we to put first things first—Thy name, Thy John 17:18.—“As thou hast sent me... 
are bound to say this, that he esteemed Kingdom, Thy will. so have I also sent them.” The commis- 
the love of a woman more highly than Chap. 28:16.—“. . . into Galilee, into a Sioned becomes the commissioner. See 

the high duties of kingship. We have mountain where Jesus had appointed how closely this relates our errand to 

5 heard of arféther king who was willing them.” The departure to Galilee was His | peers His obedience as one sent 

. to give away his kingdom for a means not immediate. Several appearings took is our pattern of obedience. 

1 of saving his own life. “My kingdom for place in Jerusalem and Judah before the Verse 19.—“And for their sakes I sanc- 

> a horse!” shouted King Richard III, ac- appointed meeting in Galilee. See verses tify myself, that they also might be sanc- 





cording to Shakespeare. 
But there is another King who valued 


7 and 10. Where it was, we do not know. 
Perhaps Mt. Tabor. 


tified through the truth.” The thought 
of “sanctify” is to set apart for holy pur- 
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poses, or consecrate. Once again, the 
consecration of Christ is the pattern and 
the power of ours. For “through the 
truth,” read “in truth.” 

Verse 20.—“‘. . . for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word.” 
Our Lord had the whole church, in all 
its generations, in view here, not just 
the believers of the first generation. 
Notice the divine sanction of the apos- 
tolic messagé—‘“through their word.” 

Verse 21.—“That they all may be one 
... that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” Another pattern: the 
unity of the Godhead is the pattern of 
the unity of the saints, wrought by the 
Holy Spirit. Wherever that unity is in 
evidence, it serves as a testimony to the 
world. 

Acts 1:6.—“Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel?” 
A very natural question in view of their 
conception of the Messianic work and 
the triumphant resurrection from the 
dead; but still revealing a faulty under- 
Standing of the divine purpose. 

Verse 7.—“It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power.” He 
did not deny the restoration of the king- 
dom to Israel, but told the disciples that 
the program was in the Father’s com- 
mand, and they must trust it there with- 
out undue curiosity. 

Verse 8.—“But ye shall receive power 

. the Holy Ghost .. . ye shall be wit- 
messes ... unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” The “power” referred to 
here is capacity, efficiency, force, ade- 
quate to an age-long, world-wide task— 
witnessing. The power comes with a 
person, the Holy Spirit. Witnessing 
without Him is feeble, ineffective busi- 
ness. 

Rev. 11:15b—“The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” Not through 
a gradual enlightenment by the Gospel, 
but through strong judgments, as the 
context shows, will this great transfer- 
ence take place. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

What are our thoughts when we pray, 
“Thy kingdom come’? Doubtless those 
of us who have been taught in the pre- 
millennial doctrine think in terms of the 
millennial Kingdom, which will be es- 
tablished at the second coming of Christ; 
and I have no doubt that in this we are 
right. Our lesson portions recognize 
this, for the cry in Revelation (11:15b) 
is definitely related to those events 
which introduce “the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Those days will indeed be 
marked by sore judgments, but what a 
day it will be for this poor, distressed 
world when the cry goes forth, “The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ”! 
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12. December 20.—The Prince of Peace 
and a Warless World. Isaiah 
2:2-4; 9:2, 5-7; 65:17-25; Matthew 

6:9; Luke 2:8-14 


1. January 3.—God Revealed in Christ. 
John 1; 20:30, 31 








But there is kingdom work to be done 
in the meantime. The Kingdom of Christ 
reaches down and annexes the hearts 
and lives of men, and we who have been 
redeemed are agents of this spiritual 
Kingdom. Our commission in this re- 
gard is stated twice in our lesson portion 
—once in the Matthew passage, and once 
in the Acts passage. In the former we 
have the great commission as given to 
the disciples at the time of their meet- 
ing with the risen Lord in Galilee, while 
in the latter passage we have the same 
commission given in another form im- 
mediately before the ascension from the 
Mount of Olives. In the one our task is 
expressed in terms 6f making disciples 
and teaching them the way of obedience; 
in the other our task is stated to be one 
of witness, extending to “the uttermost 
part of the earth.” In both, special en- 
abling is promised: in the Matthew 
statement it is the abiding presence of 
the living Christ, while in the Acts it is 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. Ulti- 
mately the two are the same. 

What does all this have to do with 
the second coming of Christ and the mil- 
lennial Kingdom? “Much every way.” To 
begin with, this calling out work must 
be finished before He comes (Acts 15: 
14): and then the called-out ones are 
those who are to reign with Him (Rev. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 
N WHAT two occasions was the 
Lord's Prayer given? 

2. Why do some object to calling it 
the Lord’s Prayer? 

3. Who have a right to pray the Lord’s 
Prayer? 

4. What three things are put before our 
personal needs in the Lord’s Prayer? 

5. Where did our Lord give the great 
commission as recorded by (1) Matthew, 
(2) Luke? 

6. What is the substance of the great 
commission as recorded by (1) Mat- 
thew, (2) Luke? 

7. What promise is given in the great 
commission as recorded by (1) Matthew, 
(2) Luke? 

8. What name is generally given to the 
prayer which Jesus prayed in John 17? 

9. What three patterns are set forth for 
us in John 17:18-21? 

10. With what great event is the jubi- 
lant shout of Revelation 11:15 connected? 


(Answers on page 1092) 
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22:5). So the “princes of the blood” are 
being prepared for that great day. 

The remaining passage in our lesson 
has something to say about these called- 
out ones. We may be called from widely 
separated areas and from divers groups 
of society, but we are brought into a 
great unity—a unity such as _ exists 
within the Godhead. This unity itself 
is a clarion note in our witness to the 
world, and a testimony that Christ is 
really the sent-one from God, not just a 
religious teacher. How we should cher- 
ish that unity, and preserve it, and seek 
to give it expression, so that the wit- 
ness be not hindered! All this we have 
in John 17: 18-21. 

“Thy kingdom come,” is a big prayer, 
embracing these vast movements of re- 
demption. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Praying for the Kingdom (Matt. 6: 
9, 10) 

2. Dwelling in the Kingdom (John 17: 
18-21) 


3. Working for the Kingdom (Matt. 28: 16- 
20; Acts 1:6-8) 
4. Hailing the Kingdom (Rev. 11:15b) 


Topics for Development 

Thy Kingdom Come, Today men come 
to the Kingdom. One day the Kingdom 
will come to men. The operation of the 
Kingdom of God now is selective. It 
receives into its citizenship men chosen 
in Christ from the foundation of the 
world, men made capable of entering 
by being born again, men who have 
been stirred to press violently in, men 
who have repented and become as little 
children in the simplicity of faith, men 
to whom the Gospel has come as the 
very word of life (Eph, 1:4; John 3:3; 
Matt. 11:12; 18:3). 

In the coming day, the nations will be 
subdued under the hand of our return- 
ing Lord. With a rod of iron, and a 
scepter of righteousness will He rule, 
till “the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” And of His Kingdom there shall 
be no end. The passage from the mil- 
lennium to eternity will not mean the 
end of the Kingdom, but only the ac- 
complishment of the age-long purpose, 
“that God may be all in all” (Rev. 19:15; 
Psa, 45:6; Isa. 11:9; 1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

An intelligent and true use of this 
prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” will lay 
upon us 4 threefold requirement: to 
bring every segment of our lives into 
conformity to the Kingdom of God; to 
endeavor by every means to promote the 
work of the Gospel; to look for and hasten 
that great day of our Lord’s appearing, 
when all shall own Him King of kings 
and Lord of lords, 


Personal Applications 

Do you pray the Lord’s Prayer, or do 
you only recite it? 

You have a claim on the promise of 
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the great commission (“Lo, I am with 
you”) only if you obey its command. 

The empowering of the Holy Spirit 
is for those who are set to be witnesses 
of Christ, not for those who are out to 
make a name for themselves, 

Three patterns are set for us in this 
week’s lesson: the pattern of obedience 
(John 17:18), the pattern of consecra- 
tion (v. 19), and the pattern of unity 
(v. 21). 

“Thy kingdom come” means “not my 
kingdom comes.” The prayer is an act 
of abdication. 

Golden Text 
Rev. 11:15b.—If we would join this 


jubliant anthem we must see that the 
kigdom of our heart has become the 


Kingdom “of our Lord, and of his 
Christ.” 
ELMHUuRST, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Standing at the Portal of the 
Opening Year” 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—“O God, 
our help in ages past, our hope for years 
to come,” to Thee a thousand years are 
but as yesterday when it is past, yet 
Thou dost lovingly care for the children 
of men through our fleeting earthly life, 
and through Christ dost open to us the 
life eternal. #For Thy goodness to us in 
the year now closing we heartily thank 
Thee, Father. For the year ahead we 
entreat Thee to continue Thy kind pro- 
vision and protection in our lives, in our 
homes, and in our land. For other lands, 
too, we pray, that the Gospel may win 
ever greater triumphs among all peo- 
ple and its healing influences bless all 
the sons of men. Show Thy mercy to 
the sick and to the grief-stricken. Bring 
help to the poverty-ridden areas of the 
earth and deliverance to all victims of 
superstition and of cruel tyranny. Oh, 
may “thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, in earth, as , .. in heaven,” for 
His sake and glory who died for us. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I hope that as often 
as you repeat the Lord’s Prayer you use 
it with thought and put your heart into 
it. Just think of the meaning packed 
into the three words, “Thy kingdom 
come.” There are two stages in the 
coming of God’s Kingdom. There is the 
Kingdom of grace already present but 
ever needing to come among men more 
and more. Then there is the Kingdom of 
glory to come at our Lord’s return. 

“Thy kingdom come” really means at 
least three things. To begin with it 
means “Let Christ rule my heart and 
life.” As people repent and turn to 
Christ they enter God’s Kingdom of 
grace, or that Kingdom comes in their 
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lives. But each Christian ever needs to 
bring his life more and more fully under 
the rule of Christ, and,to pray “Thy 
kingdom come” means let my life come 
more and more under the sway of Christ. 
Let everything opposed to Him in me 
be put away that His reign in my heart 





“Thy Kingdom Come” 
THE KINGDOM OF GPSsS* S8S3n 


may be entire. As we enter the new 
year we cannot do better than pray, 
“Thy kingdom come, Lord, in me, ever 
more and more.” 

Then also, by “Thy kingdom come” we 
mean, “Let Christianity be extended 
among all peoples.” It is a missionary 
and an evangelistic prayer asking that 
more and more people turn to Christ 
and that the Christian movement ad- 
vance and Christian influence extend in 
working more and more good through 
the earth. That, too, should be on our 
hearts as we prayerfully enter a new 
year, 

Then, too, “Thy kingdom come” means 
“Let Christ return and bring in Thy 
Kingdom of glory.” Dom't lose heart be- 
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cause evil is strong after nineteen hun- 
dred years of Christianity. At last the 
Lord Jesus will return, Satan will be 
bound, and the earth freed from all re- 
bellion against God. 

Jesus is coming! sing the glad word! 

Coming for those He redeem'd by His 

blood, 
Coming to reign as the glorified Lord! 
Jesus is coming again! 


CauLcGARy, ALTA., CAN. 
ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And when they saw him, they wor- 
shipped him . , .” (Matt. 28:17).—Even 
before the Lord was crucified, He said 
to His disciples, “After I am risen again, 
I will go before you into Galilee” (Matt. 
26:32). And after His resurrection, Gali- 
lee was again mentioned as a meeting 
place (Matt. 28:7; Mark 16:7). 

Although He had manifested Himself 
to certain ones after His resurrection in 
Jerusalem and vicinity, the meeting in 
Galilee seems to have bgen a general 
gathering of the brethren. In all likeli- 
hood it was here that He was seen of 
“more than five hundred brethren at 
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once” (1 Cor. 15:6, Weymouth). “The 
institution of His kingdom would natu- 
rally call for such a gathering; and it is 
here that He declares all authority. to 
have been given to Him in Heaven and 
upon earth, and sends them out to dis- 
ciple all nations to it. It is not a king- 
dom set up as yet in power, but estab- 
lished as a kingdom of the truth by the 
sowing of the ‘word of the kingdgm’ in 
the hearts of men. This, the parables 
of it (Chap. 13) have already shown us” 

(Numerical Bible). 

“They worshipped him.” These wor- 
shipers were satisfied that He was very 
God as well as man, and was worthy of 
their worship. To worship anyone but 
God was to be guilty of idolatry. Just 
before writing this, guests in our home 
said they had been approached by two, 
who called themselves “Witnesses,” and 
said they did not believe that Jesus 
Christ was God; and added, “Such a 
thing is impossible.” It is certain they 
do not worship the risen Lord—in fact, 
they deny His physical resurrection. 

In this general gathering of disciples 
in Galilee, “some doubted.” The Lord 
Jesus knew perfectly how to dissolve 
doubts (Matt. 14:31-33). Hence, we doubt 
not that when He revealed Himself to 
the doubters and spoke to them, they 
ceased to be doubters, and became wor- 
shipers. 

“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth” (Matt. 28:18).—Before Cal- 
vary, He said, “I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me” (John 6: 
38). He yielded perfect obedience to 
that will. It took Him to the cross. 
“Wherefore God also hath highly ex- 
alted him” (Phil. 2:9). What an honor 
to be a messenger of that One who has 
all authority in the universe! 

One dark, stormy night a traveler ap- 
proached the station window and asked, 
“Has the midnight limited gone?” “I’m 
sorry,” replied the agent, “it left five 
minutes ago.” The traveler walked off; 
there was nothing for him to do but 
wait > 

A few moments later, a large, impres- 
sive man approached the agent, asked 
the same question, and received the same 
answer. But this traveler said, “Sum- 
mon a train at once. I must be in Lon- 
don by morning. I am in Her Majesty’s 
service and cannot be delayed.” The 
special train was ordered! He who does 
the work of the Lord is in His Majesty’s 
service; and all the authority in Heaven 
and earth is at his disposal, 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations 

..” (Matt. 28:19).—All the world must 
hear the wonderful story of the birth, 
life, words, works, death, burial, resur- 
rection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus. 
All must be told what this means to 
Heaven, and what it can be made to 
mean to them. The Lord could use 
angels for this service, but He is pleased 
to use sinners saved by grace. Do we, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


as Christians, value the privilege? Are 
we seeking to rise to it, or do the diffi- 
culties and dangers hinder us? 

A classic in the annals of the U. S. 
Coast Guard is the story of Capt. Pat 
Etheridge of the Cape Hatteras station. 
One night in a hawling hurricane, the 
lookout saw a distress signal from a ship 
that had gone aground on the dangerous 
Diamond Shoals, ten miles at sea. The 
lifeboats were ordered rolled out. One 
of the lifeguards protested, “Captain Pat, 
we can get out there, but we can never 
get back.” 

“Boys,” came the reply that has gone 
down in history, “we don't have to come 
back.” 

The Lord Jesus has given us our 
marching orders. He has commanded 
that the Gospel be preached in al] the 
world. He has not promised His mes- 
sengers an easy time. He has not given 
assurance of a safe return to the home 
base—but He did say, “Go!” 

There are various ways of going. Here 
is how a serviceman fourd it possible 
to go. He said he was living at home 
peacefully content to read about the 
work that was being done on the mis- 
sion fields. “Little did I dream then 
that I would ever be a missionary in any 
sense of the word,” said LeRoy A. Wil- 
son. 

“But the war changed all that. As a 
member of the armed forces, I am visit- 
ing many foreign countries. And I have 
never been more conscious of the com- 
mission. I feel as though I am a part 
of the missionary enterprise, even though 
I am in the service of the U.S.A., for 
I am seeking to preach the Gospel 
wherever I go. I have a job to do for 
my country. but I have also been given 
the opportunity to carry out the in- 
struction of my Lord and Master.” 

“Lo, Iam with you alway...” (Matt 
28:20).—The One with all authority has 
not only said, “Go,” but also, “Lo, I am 
with you alway.”’ I like the story which 
is told of a Chinese Christian whose 
name is Lo. When he read the words, 
“Lo, I am with you alway,” he thought 
the Lord was speaking to him directly. 
He was right. This assurance of the 
Lord’s companionship should be as per- 
sonal for each of us as it was for Lo 
He will not fail us. He will be with 
us all the days. It is ours to go, to pray, 
and to help send forth and sustain those 
who do go. 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Sey, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as we come to the dawn 

of another year, let us consider how 
we can make it the best year of our 
lives, so far. This is our privilege. The 
highest conception of life involves 
growth and improvement. It is in God's 
plan that you should grow. You ought 
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and have a right to be a finer character 
in 1954 than you are at the close of 1953. 
And it may not have occurred to you 
that the prayer. “Thy kingdom come,” 
sincerely made and consistently followed 
up, can have more to do in such a de- 
velopment than any plan you can devise 
for yourself. In making that prayer, first 
ask that Jesus Christ may be the King 
of your own life; that He may indeed live 
and reign in your own heart. Paul told 
the Galatians, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live: yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.” In one sense 
it simply means that you surrender your- 
self and all that you have to Christ. Then 
you are ready to back up your prayer, 
“Thy kingdom come,” with action. Then 
you are ready to go out on a recruiting 
program to draw others into His King- 
dom. 

Of all the five Scripture passages ap- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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pointed for this lesson (two in Matthew, 
one each in John, Acts, and Revelation), 
I believe the one in Acts (1:8) carries 
the clearest challenge: “And ye shall be 
witnesses unto me,” said Jesus, “both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” Only as Christians become 
witnesses to the saving and keeping 
power of Jesus Christ will His Kingdom 
be established in human hearts. Preach- 
ing is necessary and good, but there 
are distressingly few converts. Billy 
Graham’s wonderful meetings are win- 
ning thousands, but there are many mil- 
lions who are unsaved. There are also 


many millions of church members who, 


should and can become witnesses—and 
you are one of them. Don’t stop to think 
about what other Christians ought to do; 
think of yourself. You can be a witness. 

There are at least two qualifications 
for a good witness. First, you must be 


a knowing witness. You must know 
Christ for yourself. Make a list of the 
facts that you can tell about Him. What 


is Christ to you? Do you really know 
Him? Paul exclaimed, “That I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection” 
(Phil. 3:10). If you do not know Him 
well enough to have something impell- 
ing to tell about Him, then you need 
to get acquainted with Him. When you 
can witness from your personal expe- 
rience with Him, as well as from the 
Bible- record, your testimony will be 
used to win others. 

Next, to make a good witness, you 
must be a praying witness. Only the 
Holy Spirit can convict one of sin and 
the need of.a Saviour: only the Holy 
Spirit can regenerate the heart; and it 
is by prayer that you can bring this 
mighty power into your testimony 

These are very simple directions, be- 
cause your part is so simple that even a 
very young person can do it. The mir- 
acle—the humanly impossible part—is 
done by Him. God specializes in the 
impossible, but He wants to rule in 
hearts and lives through the surrendered 
wills and testimony of His servants. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us start today’s lesson by repeat- 
ing the Lord’s Prayer in unison. This 
is the model prayer that the Lord taught 
His disciples. Did you notice that there 
are three requests in this prayer for 
God’s glory before any requests for our 
needs are named? Let us remember 
this when we pray. It is easy to start 
praying for things for ourselves and our 
friends, and to forget the more impor- 
tant things which concern God's glory: 
His name, His Kingdom, and His will. 
We live in a time when it is very nec- 
essary to pray, “Hallowed be thy name.” 
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Even professing Christians sometimes 
take God’s holy name in vain. Girls, 
never allow yourselves to be guilty of 
this sin. The Bible says “Thine enemies 
take thy name in vain.” So if you 
do that, you are taking your stand among 
the enemies of God. What a terrible 
place for a Christian! 

Every one of us should pray earnestly, 
“Thy kingdom come.” Nothing but the 
personal return of our Lord can set this 
old world right. But He surely is com- 
ing! Last week we read some of the 
Old Testament Scriptures which tell of 
the glories of His reign. We need not 
only to pray for Christ’s coming but 
to do all that we can to hasten it. How 
can we do this? Before we finish to- 
day’s lesson we may find some ways in 
which this can be done. 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven.” Sometimes our prayers are 
mostly asking that our wills be done, 
but this is a sérious mistake. What we 
want is not always best. But the will 
of God is always perfect. When His will 
is done on earth, earth will indeed be 
happy. Doing God’s will ourselves is 
one way to hasten the happy day when 
all earth shall do His will. 

How else can we hasten Christ’s com- 
ing and the time of His glorious reign? 
Matthew 28:16-20 tells us. Let us read 
it together. Bringing others to Christ, 
and then teaching them to do His will 
can hasten His coming. 

We started our class with the verses 
that are commonly called the Lord’s 
Prayer. Now we are going to read a sec- 
tion of the chapter which is more cor- 
rectly called the Lord’s Prayer. It is 
a prayer that the Lord Jesus uttered 
to His Father when He was here on 
earth. Read John 17:18-21. Verse 20 
in this chapter always thrills me, be- 
cause in it our Saviour prays for us. 
We are among those who believe in 
Christ because His disciples obeyed the 
great commission, which we have just 
read. We have believed on Christ 
through their word. Here the Lord prays 
that all believers may be united in Him. 
The love and unity which the Lord 
prayed for among believers is one of 
the things for which we should strive. 
We pray. “Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” Now here we learn 
one of the things which is God's will 
for earth. All believers aré united in 
Heaven. There are no quarrels or un- 
kind feelings there. Then let us pray 
that we may love all the Christians we 
know here on earth. Perhaps they have 
faults, but so do we. They are precious 
to Christ, and if there is one who seems 
hard to love for her own sake, we can 
ask God to help us to love her for 
Christ’s sake. 

Next let us read Acts 1:6-8. The sev- 
enth verse makes it clear that we do 
not know the time of Christ’s glorious 
reign. But verse 8 tells how we may 
hasten it. (By witnessing for Christ.) 
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We must witness for Christ by both our 
lives and our words. No one will pay 
attention to what we say, unless they 
see something in our lives which gives 
weight to our words. Jesus said, “By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.’ 
The more we love other people, the more 
we will try to help them. If they are 
not saved, we will try to win them to 
Christ. If they are already saved, we 
will try to encourage them to do God’s 
will. 

Our last Scripture this morning is the 
Golden Text, Revelation 11:15b. This 
gives the climax of all the ages, that 
great moment when “The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” This verse 


says, “There were great voices in 
heaven” proclaiming this stupendous 
event. It does not say to whom the 


voices belonged, but I believe this verse 
and the following ones give a glimpse 
of the great coronation day, when Christ 
is crowned King of kings and Lord of 
lords. The redeemed of all the ages 
will be there, and all of them will join 
in that triumphal proclamation. Abra- 
ham, the friend of God, will be there. 
He looked forward to the coming of 
Christ. John the Baptist will be there. 
He heralded the first coming of the King, 
when He came to earth two thousand 
years ago. True, John was beheaded 
and the King rejected, but that did not 
change God’s eternal purpose concern- 
ing His Son. Think how John the Bap- 
tist will shout in triumph when he sees 
the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ! 

Will you be one of that great rejoicing 
host? You either will be with them, or 
you will be with the enemies of God 
awaiting judgment. They will be there, 
for they all have to bow at the name 
of Jesus and confess Him Lord of all. 
But what a contrast between them and 
the first group we considered! The re- 
deemed will sing in triumph, for it is 
their precious Saviour who is to reign. 
The lost will wail in sorrow, for the One 
who offered Himself to them as Saviour 
will do so no longer. Although they 
confess Him then, it will be too late to 
change their doom In which group, 
dear girls, will you be? Remember the 
line from a hymn we sometimes sing, 


- Neutral you cannot be.” 


If you are not sure, stay after class 
a few minutes and settle this great ques- 
tion. The year 1953 is running out. We 
may not live to see 1954 come in. Won't 
you stay and make certain that you will 
be on the right side in that great day? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 

we 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 
(Matt. 6:9, 10; 28:16-20) 

UT the Memory Verse on thé black- 

board, adding one part after another 
as the children discuss each one. The 
colors in brackets suggest a variety of 
chalk. 
“Our Father [yellow] which art in 

heaven [blue], 

Hallowed be thy name [white]. 

Thy kingdom come [purple]. 

Thy will be done in earth [green], as 

it is in heaven [blue].” 
—Matthew 6:9, 10 [any color 
for verse]. 

In connection with the first part, ask 
the children what they know about our 
Father in Heaven. Lead them to men- 
tion His love, His glory, His holiness, 
His justice, His omniscience, His omnipo- 
tence (though you will not use the latter 
words with the children). He is so 
great, yet He will let a little child come 
to talk to Him! (The children may 
notice several words in this prayer 
which vary slightly from the ways they 
commonly repeat it.) 

How do angels hallow God’s name in 
Heaven? (Isa. 6:3. Teacher, if you want 
to sense the hallowing of God’s name, 
read the Book of Revelation, especially 
chapters 4, 5, 7, and other passages where 
praise and glory are given to Him.) 
How did angels hallow it on earth at 
the first Christmas time? How can we 
hallow it now? (Reports on Christmas 
observances may be given.) Is_ the 
Kingdom already God's in Heaven? Is 
it on earth? (Help the children to un- 
derstand that it comes in individual 
hearts now, and completely on earth 
when the Lord returns to be King here.) 
When John saw God’s secrets about what 
was to happen, he heard voices shout- 
ing with joy about this—I suppose angel 
voices—rejoicing over this answer to our 
prayers (Rev. 11:15). Has the Kingdom 
come in your heart yet? We have talked 
and prayed about making a better world. 
Are you better boys and girls because 
you are doing God's will? Is your school 
better? your home? your church? the 
world because of our missionary giving 
and prayers? (Try to evaluate the aims 
of the quarter.) How well is God’s will 
done in Heaven? 

Before the Lord Jesus returned from 
earth to Heaven, where He was to sit 
on the throne in the Kingdom of Heaven 
until the day He would come back to 
claim the Kingdom on earth, He had a 
talk with the men who were to get the 
earth Kingdom ready for Him. It was 
an exciting day! They had been so sad 
to see Him killed and buried when He 
died for sins! But He was alive! Let’s 
read the Bible story and see if you can 
imagine the thrill to see Him (Matt. 28: 


not used 
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16, 17). What an extra thrill as they 
heard Him say the words that are found 
in verse 18! Next come the King’s or- 
ders for getting the earth Kingdom ready 
for Him (vs. 19, 20). 

“Go... teach... baptizing... teach- 
ing.” Peter and John and Paul did that. 
I am doing it in this class. You are 
doing it as you tell about the Lord Jesus 
to others, and give money to send mis- 
sionaries to tell those in faraway places. 
Isn't it wonderful we can help “thy king- 
dom come” as well as pray for it? 

Next Sunday we shall begin to learn 
more about our wonderful Saviour and 
King, so we can do His will better and 
tell others more about Him. Don’t miss a 
Sunday or you will be a poor “teacher”! 
And who do you think is going to be 
our teacher from the Bible? John him- 
self, who was there that day on the 
mountain, and who later heard that 
preview of the shout of triumph when 
the earth kingdom becomes God’s! 

Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, from the same address. 


To Whom Do You Give Your Alle- 
giance?—The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever (Rev. 11:15, Golden 
Text). Dean Farrar was a. privileged 
personal friend of Queen Victoria, 
though he seldom referred to the dis- 
tinction. But on the first anniversary of 
the accession of Edward VII to the 
throne of England, during the service 
in Canterbury Cathedral, he told how 
the Queen, after hearing one of her 
chaplains preach at Windsor on the sec- 
ond coming of Christ, spoke to the dean 
about it, and said, “Oh, how I wish that 
the Lord would come during my life- 
time.” “Why does Your Majesty feel 
this very earnest desire?” asked the 
great preacher. With her queenly coun- 
tenance lit up with deep emotion, she 
replied, “Because I should so love to lay 
my crown at His feet.”"—From Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


postpaid, 


Imperfect Conduits—All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth 
(Matt. 28:18). An inventor was talking 
about electric conduits. “Do you know 
that great power house of the traction 
company on the avenue? Well, the man- 
ager will tell you that forty per cent 
of the electricity generated there is lost 
because of improper conduits. Think of 
that for prodigious waste! Almost half of 
the product of that great plant for noth- 
ing!” Well might the inventor wax em- 
phatic over the excessive waste of en- 
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ergy. But while he was talking, our 
mind turned to a similar waste of 
greater power, and for the same reason. 
The thought is surely not irreverent that 
the very power of the Spirit of God is 
rendered unavailing because it must flow 
through conduits that are imperfect.— 
From Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Enough!—Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost (Matt. 28:19). 


It is enough; 

I come, 

Christ's human face, divinely lit, 
And God's love shining out from it 
Have conquered. 

I come; 

It is enough. 


Is it enough? 
I go! 
His hand points toward the farthest shore 


Where human hands outstretched are 
begging for 
The Christ who conquered—lo, 
It is enough; 
I go! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 


by Mrs, A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Not Lonely.—Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world (Matt. 
28:20). Archibald Rutledge gives the 
following conversation which took place 
with an old Negro who lived alone in a 
solitary and remote corner of a South- 
ern plantation. “Sambo,” I said, after 
we had talked about many other mat- 
ters, “you must mind being all alone 
like this.” He looked far over the fad- 
ing country, his eyes seeing more than 
the saffron sedge fields and the towering 
pines beyond “Cap'n, I ain't ‘xactly 
alone. I miss ali who have gone, but I 
ain't alone.” “Somebody else has been 
to see you, then?” I said crudely. “I'm 
mighty glad to hear it.” “Cap'n,” he said, 
and he laid his gnarled black hand on 
my knee for emphasis, “you know who 
I mean. He was my first Friend in this 
life and He will be my last—same as 
He is to you. God doesn’t come to me, 
He stays with me all the time. I ain't 
lonely.” A realization of the fact that 
God does not visit us only on rare occa- 
sions, but stays with us all the time is 
one of the most comforting, as well as 
vitalizing, things in life. It gives us as- 
surance of comfort in every troubled 
hour. It gives us power to attempt to 
put across things we would never be 
able to do otherwise. It enables us to 
live the triumphant life. Let us so order 
our relationship with the Father that we 
may say with the old plantation Negro, 
“God stays with me all the time.”—From 
Free Methodist. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


“Praying for Me!”’—For them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word (John 17:20). The Rev. Lionel B. 
Fletcher at a Keswick Convention re- 
called an experience he had in his earlier 
days when reading on his knees John 
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17. He said, “I came to verse 20: 
‘Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on 
through their word’—that meant me! I 
nearly shouted for joy: Jesus was pray- 
ing for me. He was saying 
Lionel Fletcher. Sanctify him through 
the truth.’ He prayed for me nin 
hundred years ago. I took up my 
cil and recorded that revelation on 
margin of that Bible, now falling to 
pieces after years of service—and 
there it is today, and I never turn there 


me 


‘I pray for 


teen 
pen- 


+1 
tne 


but it thrills me. Praying for me!’— 
From “The Keswick Convention 1939.” 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 

Why He Was Not Afraid.—Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on me through 
their word (John 17:20) ne story told 
of the influence of the Gospel in a Ger- 
man concentration camp during the war 
Hundreds of German Jews were con- 
fined there, and from time to time 


batches of them were sent off to one of 
the death camps, never to be heard of 


again. Gloom and fear ruled those im- 
prisoned Jews as they waited in dread 
for their turn to come to go to the death 
camp. But there was a Hebrs Chris- 
tian among them whose cheerful courage 
and calm spirit showed he had some- 
thing the others lacked. They asked, 
“Why are you not afraid, too?” Then he 
would tell them that he was a Christian, 


and death had lost its terror for him, 
because to be absent from the body 
would be to be present with the Lord 
Strange to that Hebrew Christian 
was permitted to stay in that camp fo1 
a long time until the end of the war 
brought him freedom. Through his tes- 
timony many Jews trusted the Lord 
Jesus and went to death with peace and 
the assurance of salvation in their hearts 


Say, 


They had seen in that Hebrew Chris- 
tian the power of the Gospel to put a 
man right with God, give him heart 
peace, and free him from the fear of 


death, and they, too, received the Sav- 
iour.—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif 


Message Delivered.—Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me (Acts 1:8). During the 
war this advertisement appeared in a 
newspaper in England, calling for help: 
“Boys, 16 and over, to run m« 
Apply A.R.P. Warden.” Derrick Belfall 
was only fourteen, but he felt that he 
could help. He was turned down be- 
cause of his age. This did not stop him: 
he went back again and again until the 
official passed him and him the 
necessary badge. He was given the job 
of delivering messages to A.R.P. work- 
ers, who could not be reached while on 
duty except by boys on bicycles. After 
“each trip he had to report whether or 
not he had succeeded in getting the mes- 
sage through. His usual report was, 


*ssages— 


gave 
Rave 
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THE SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE 


The 38th Based on the Uniform 
edition series of the International 
for 1954 Sunday School Lessons 


A handy pocket-size volume for 
an all-the-year-round aid and as- 
sistant. Special helps for each 
Sunday, suggestions for special 
days, and extra features. Semi- 
flexible binding, 92 pages, 
2% x 5% inches. 65 cents. Write 
for special descriptive circular 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








FREE?! 


Beautiful devotions for children. 


A four-year-old will join in the 
discussion. 

An eight-year-old can lead the family 
worship. 


Write for your FREE sample copy of 
The Christian Parent. 
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A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 
Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
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A TIME-TESTED PLAN... 
proved for more than 50 years! 


In the Wheaton College Annuity Plan. . your 
money works for you now, providing a safe, 
generous income for your lifetime and for 
your survivor. And while the investment is 
providing for your own financial security, it is 
also working for Christ and His Kingdom 
through Christian Education at Wheaton 
College. 

You will find deep satisfaction in having a 
practical part in training useful, cultured 
Christian leaders of tomorrow in a day when 
they are so desperately needed. Why not start 
today to lay up “treasures for training” and 
for your financial security, too—through regu- 
lar and systematic Wheaton College Annuity 
Investments? 

FREE BOOKLET... 

tells you all about this 
time-tested investment plan 
with a spiritual impact. For 
your copy of “Pleasant 
Tomorrows,” write today 
to WHEATON COLLEGE, 
Wheaton, IIl., Dept.ST 123 
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“Derrick Belfall reporting—I’ve deliv- 
ered the message.” One day he was 
delivering a message during a “blitz,” 
and succeeded in getting it through. On 
the way back to report he passed a 
building that had crumbled under the 
explosion of a bomb. The workers were 
clearing away the _ debris. Derrick 
thought that he could help. He heard 
the cry of a child, and worked frantically 
to clear away the bricks and beams 
acrass the cellar door. He climbed down 
and lifted the child to safety, but he 
was not so fortunate. Before he could get 
out, the wall collapsed and completely 
buried him. He was past all help. When 
asked if he wanted to send word to any- 
one, he replied, “Yes, just say, ‘Derrick 
Belfall reporting—I’ve delivered the 
message.’” We have our orders to de- 
liver a message. The order comes from 
our own Saviour. We are to deliver 
this great message to all people-—From 
World Comrades. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS the Sunday after Christmas. 

And because it was Sunday—the Lord’s 
Day—Dick and Jimmy were each doing 
Sunday things; things that they felt were 
pleasing to the Lord on His own day. 
That is. instead of playing their usual 
games, and instead of using their Christ- 
mas footballs and sleds, they were stay- 
ing in the house, busy with some of their 
other Christmas gifts Older Dick's 
chemistry set was put away in its nice 
box, and he was curled up in the chair, 
reading a book. It was a special book 
entitled “Pilgrim’s Progress.” And in- 
side Grandmother had written: “A spe- 
cial Sunday book for Dick from Grand- 
ma.” Dick would enjoy reading that 
good Christian book during many winter 
Sunday afternoons. 

Jimmy was standing right next to his 


silent trains playing his xylophone. This , 


wasn’t a toy xylophone, either. It was 
a real one, just Jimmy's size. He was 
playing Sunday music. He had gotten 
out his mother’s Sunday school chorus 
book, started at the very beginning of 
the book and played all of the songs 
that he knew. And he sang, too, while 
he played. He made lots of mistakes, 
but that didn’t bother him. In fact, he 
probably didn’t even notice them! Hav- 
ing gone through the whole book, Jimmy 
went back to one chorus which he played 
over and over again. And he sang it, 
too, time after time after time. 

“Why don’t you sing something else, 
Jimmy?” Dick finally wanted to know. 

“Oh. we learned some Scripture verses 
in Sunday school this morning. And 
the verses are almost the same as this 
song. (“Salvation Songs, No. 2,” page 21. 
A good song to teach your Primaries 
today. The book is obtainable at your 
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Christian bookstore.] I thought if I'd 
learn to play it real well, maybe my 
teacher might like me to play it in Sun- 
day school next week. Boy! It would 
be fun to take my xylophone to Sunday 
schoecl, wouldn't it?” 

“I suppose so. But remember, if 
you're going to sing any song, you're 
going to have to know what the words 
mean and where the verses are found.” 

“Oh, that’s easy. The verses are the 
last three in the last chapter of Matthew” 
(Matt. 28:18-20). By now Jimmy had 
got his Bible and was opéning it to the 
right place. “When the Lord Jesus was 
on earth, He said that He had come to 
save the whole world (John 12:47). Then, 
just before He went back to Heaven, 
He told His disciples that He wanted 
them to go to the whole world and tell 
everyone everywhere how He had come 
to save them from their sin.” 

“That’s the middle part of the song 
you were singing. But what about the 
first part?” Dick asked. 

“Well, that’s part of verse 18. ‘All 
power is given unto me.’ You see, the 
Lord Jesus has power over everything. 
He has power over the winds and over 
the sea (Matt, 8:27). He has power 
over sickness, and many, many times 
He healed those who were sick (8:16). 
Why, He even has power over death, 
the Bible says! Remember how He 
raised people from the dead? Remem- 
ber that even He Himself came back 
to life after having been dead? Oh, the 
Lord Jesus really has power, all right!” 

Dick agreed, and then asked, “Then 
what was the next part of the song?” 

“That’s the part that goes, ‘Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel.’ 
See, that’s here in verse 19. {The exact 
quotation comes from Mark 16:15.] I 
was telling you about that before. My 
teacher says that if the Lord Jesus com- 
mands anybody to do anything at all, 
He helps them to do it. And He can 
help them, because He has all power 
over everything. Of course, if we don't 
obey His commands, He doesn’t give us 
His power. My teacher says that there 
are lots and lots of Christians who say 
they can’t do this and they can't do 
that for God. Some boys and girls say 
they can’t tell others about the Lord 
Jesus’ dying for the world. But He 
Himself commanded that each Christian 
should tell others. And when He com- 
mands us to do that, He gives us power 
to do it. I’m telling you, I’ve always 
been afraid to talk to others about the 
Lord Jesus. But from today on, every 
time I get afraid, I'm going to remem- 
ber that God’s Son has all power. And 
He’ll help me to do what I didn’t think 
I could do.” 

“And what’s the last part of the song, 
Jimmy?” 

“That’s the part that says, ‘And, lo, 
I am with you alway,’ like it says here 
in verse 20. You know, Dick, the Lord 
Jesus is with us all the time every- 
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M.B.I. is grateful to you—its 
many friends and co-workers 
in the Lord—who pray... 
and support this work; and 
wishes you God's richest 
blessings at this wonderful 
season of the year! 
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for His unspeakable GIFT! 


Gratitude and joy spring up in our hearts when we think of Christmas. 
The very heart of the gospel—the good news which has made men, 
women and children overflow with gladness throughout the years— 
is the fact that God gave His unspeakable gift... His own beloved Son 
...on that first Christmas nearly two thousand years ago. 

It makes no difference that centuries have passed since that gift was 
given. The way to the Father which was opened by the sinless life, 
death and resurrection of our Lord is still open; Jesus’ invitation 
to accept salvation is still extended. He is alive today, and still seeking 


His own. This is the message that makes Christmas meaningful. 


---and His bountiful BLESSINGS 


This Christmas of 1953, Moody Bible Institute praises 
God for the privilege of serving Him, and for the avenues He 
has opened of making Christ known. 

During this year, more than 22,000 persons have studied the Word 
of God in M.B.I.’s day, evening and correspondence schools. More 
than 51% million have been reached by the Moody Institute of Science 
films and “Sermons from Science” demonstrations, and over 
10 million pieces of Colportage literature and Scripture portions, 
translated into 36 languages have been distributed. People in every 
walk of life have come to know Christ as their Saviour through these 
God-given ministries, and through the daily practical 
Christian work carried on in the Chicago area by students. 


Dr. William Culbertson, president * Dr.S. Maxwell Coder, dean 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
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In colos with art work 
and appropriate scrip- 
ture. Enclose a gospel 
message with your 
Christmas cards. 
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PULPIT COWNS 
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Prices and samples sent on request 
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where. And we know He's won every 
battle. That’s because He is all-power- 
ful. Believe me, I’m going to obey Him 
just as His disciples did. I’m going to 
start being a missionary now so I'll be 
a good one when I’m grown up.” 

And Jimmy was as good as his word. 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1084) 

1. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
6:9-13), and when the disciples asked 
Him to teach them to pray (Luke 11: 1-4). 

2. Because it was not for His own use, 
but for the use of-His disciples. 

3. Those who have a right to call God 
“Father.” 

4. The name of God, the Kingdom of 
God, and’ the will of God. 

(2) the Mount of 


5. (1) In Galilee; 
Olives, 


6. (1) To make disciples and teach 
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them obedience; (2) to witness to Christ. 

7. (1) The abiding presence of the 
risen Christ; (2) the empowering of the 
Holy Spirit. 

8. The High Priestly Prayer. 

9. The pattern of obedience (v. 18), the 
pattern of consecration (v. 19), and the 
pattern of unity (v. 21). 

10. It is interjected in the midst of 
those events which lead up to the glori- 
ous appearing of our Lord Jesus. 

ELMHURST, ILL, 


A New Era Dawning in Israel 
(Continued from page 1081) 


buff when we have first entered a vil- 
lage. Then we say to one another, ‘This 
is the enemy who is trying to prevent 
our giving out the Word of God. But 
as many Christians are praying for Is- 
rael’s conversion, He will surely give us 
the victory.’ And it is through the 
prayers of the Christians that we have 
great joy in the work and a great love 
for the Jews. 

“That day in the orthodox village after 
the man sought to discourage us, we 
saw people going to the office of the vil- 
lage, and we followed them. When we 
spoke to the secretary of the village 
about our giving out New Testaments, 
he said to us, ‘Who sent you here?’ 
We said, ‘God sent us.’ 

“The secretary was rather astonished 
at this reply, and he said, “You seem to 
have good relations with Him.’ 

“Then he said, ‘But why did you come 
to us orthodox people? We have the 
Tenach, the Old Testament.’ 

“We replied, ‘We believe that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Messiah of the Jews, 
and that He will soon return. You have 
got your country back again, and the 
Christian believers feel that this is a 
very important sign of the return of the 
Lord. And we want everybody to read 
about Him in the New Testament.’ 

“He then took a copy of the Hebrew 
New Testament for himself, and others 
who’ were standing near by also re- 
ceived copies of it. Then others in the 
village, who had previously refused to 
take the New Testament, came and took 
copies when they saw that the head man 
had taken one.” 

These consecrated workers usually 
leave their home at about six o'clock 
in the morning. They pray much for 
open doors and open hearts before start- 
ing on their way. Each of them carries 
a pack filled with New Testaments. The 
man carries a large pack on his back, 
and his wife a smaller one. They travel 
by bus from village to village and visit 
the homes systematically. After two 
or three months they pay a return visit 
to the town or settlement and find new 
people who will take the Testaments. 
Often they spend a day at home in ear- 
nest prayer, “watering” the good Seed 
that they have already sown. 

Our friend continued: “We never give 
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New Testaments to Jewish children un- 
less the parents consent to their receiv- 
ing and reading them. Sometimes chil- 
dren will hurry home, and bring their 
parents to us. Then the parents often 
say, ‘Yes, if you want very much to read 
the Book, you may take it.’ 

“In one of the colonies we visited, a 
young Jewish girl begged us to give 
her a copy of the New Testament. We 
demurred, saying, ‘We can only give you 
the Book if you will get the consent 
of your father.’ Off she went, and soon 
returned with her father. 

“When he saw the New Testament in 
Hebrew he said, ‘Yes, you may read it.’ 
She joyfully took the Book, and, stand- 
ing right there, she began to read the 
opening verses of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew, while her father stood by. 

“Presently the girl exclaimed, ‘Father, 
is this our Abraham?’ 

“He replied, ‘Yes, my child, this is 
our Abraham.’ Then a moment or two 
later, she said, ‘Father, is this our Isaac 
and Jacob?’ 

“*Yes, my child,’ he replied, ‘they are 
our Isaac and Jacob.’ 

“The little gir] stood there, still read- 
ing and pondering the opening verses 
of Matthew. Then she cried out, ‘Does 
Jesus belong to us, too? Is He also 
ours?’ 

“The father replied, ‘Yes, my child, 
He also was a Jew. Read the Book, 
daughter, and you will understand all 
about these things.” 

(To be continued) 


Men Who Let the World Go By 


(Continued from second page) 


hostility, and much ingratitude. What 
an exchange! But it was worth it. There 
were other things besides the hardships 
and the losses. There were the smile 
of God, the fellowship with God, a high 
place in the affairs of God’s Kingdom, 
and the satisfaction of making an en- 
during contribution to the whole race. 
Well has it been asked, “What are the 
Pharaohs of Egypt in their vanished 
glory beside Moses in his inextinguish- 
able glory as the deliverer of his peo- 
ple, the founder of Israel’s nationhood, 
the writer of the first books of the Bible, 
and as exalted to Heaven's high honors 
now?” The world was well lost to 
Moses. What he gained in losing the 
world made that loss of little account. 
It was the same with Paul. Few Chris- 
tians of his day made such great social, 
religious, and other sacrifices to become 
a Christian and to serve Christ. But 
does he regret his losses? Not for a 
moment. Rather what things were gain 
to him those he counted loss for Christ. 
“When the sun doth appear it is loss to 
sit by a candle.” And when Christ ap- 
peared to Paul he counted it loss there- 
after to sit by the flickering candle of 
Judaism when he could have the glori- 
ous light of the sun of righteousness 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


illuminating his heart and life. The 
world was well lost to Paul. In its place 
he had Christ and all that Christ did 
both for and through Him. And all who 
let the world go by for Christ’s sake find 
it well lost in the light of the glorious 
gains that come as a result of their re- 
nunciation. , 


4. What then is their secret? It is two- 
fold. First it lies in a true sense of 
values. Of Moses we read that he ac- 
counted the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt, “for 
he looked unto the recompense of 
reward.” Quite literally it is, “the pay- 
ment of the wages.” He saw the wages 
sin paid, and he saw the recompense of 
godliness. A true sense of values, as 
seen in the light of eternity, led Moses 
to renounce the world for God and His 
cause. Take your standard of values 
from God’s Word and make its standard 
yours, 

The other part of the secret of letting 
the world go by is the constraining 
power of a new and stronger affection. 
When Paul was converted his whole be- 
ing went out in love for his Saviour. 
“The love of Christ constraineth us,” he 
later wrote in explanation of his sacri- 
ficial labors. When Christ’s love lays 
hold of us and our love goes out to 
Him, that new affection will shape and 
determine our life. Then the renunci- 
ation of all that hinders a truly Chris- 
tian life becomes a joy, not a sorrow. 
Perhaps we need to pray our Lord to 
make Himself to us “a living, bright 
reality,” 

More precious to faith’s vision keen 
Than any outward object seen; 
More dear, more intimately nigh 
Than e’en the closest earthly tie. 
Only so shall we be able to sing from 
the heart, 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss; 
My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all the cross 
—Elizabeth C, Clephane. 


The Young People’s 


‘Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 27 
“Behold I Make All Things New!” 
(Rev. 21:5-7; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Eph. 2:8-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OOTBALL has several classic tales of 
players who, in the turmoil and ex- 
citement of a game, have seized a loose 
ball and have run a considerable dis- 
tance to the goal line only to be rudely 
awakened to the fact that they had raced 
to the wrong end of the field 
It pays, when you run, to be sure of 
your direction. It is profitable also, now 
and then, to “take roundings” in the 














1093 
CHRISTIAN COUPLE 


To take charge of small home for delinquent boys, 
age 10 to 14. Man must be able to furnish spiritual 
and some vocational guidance—woman to act as 

and assist in the general operation of home. Please 
give age, present occupation, educational background, 
experience, etc. Furnish picture, children if any in 
family, and state salary expected. Send replies to 


NEW LIFE BOYS’ RANCH 
Walter Haman, Director Harleysville, Pa. 
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FOR CHILDREN 
(0 THE TRAP LINE THIEF AT SUGAR CREEK 
by Poul Hutchens 
Who was the mysterious invader of the Sugor 
Creek trap line? Who were the Hallowe'en 
pronksters? There's plenty of exciting reading 
for the whole family. $1.00 
(0 GINGER AND THE GLACIER EXPRESS 
by Dorothy Grunbock Johnston 


This fourth book in the Ginger series covers 
oadventures in Mt. Rainier Notional Pork. Three 
girls become morooned in an almost inaccessible 
port of the mountain. An attractive addition 
to this populor girls’ series. $1.00 


(1 THE LIGHTHOUSE KIDS AND THE OYSTER 
PIRATES 





by Lionel Hunt 

The story of four children and their father, who 
is a lighthouse keeper, and the adventure that 
develops when an assistant lighthouse keeper and 
his daughter move nearby. The mystery of their 
missing oysters, and who took them, is a big 
story. 96 pages, high gloss plastic cover. $1.00 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
(—) WHAT IS LIFE? 
by Jock Wyrtzen 
Stirring messages for young people. This well- 
known youth worker of New York and Word of 
life fame answers this great question In o way 
young America con understond. 


FOR CHRISTIANS 
(1 HOW TO WIN SOULS 
by Walter L. Wilson — E. Myers Harrison 
This is really a manual on personal evangelism 
by men who have developed an effective course 
on the subject. In these pages excuses are dealt 
with systematically and Christians encouraged to 
become witnesses for the Lord. All the various 
cults ore discussed and on approach icid down. 


$2.00 
FOR BIBLE STUDENTS 
(1D THE PRAYER THE LORD DID NOT PRAY 
by J. Vernon McGee 
One of the most familiar and misunderstood por- 
tions of God's Word is known as ‘The Lord's 
Prayer.’' Dr. McGee shows how it is, rather, the 
disciples prayer and points out how Christ, as 
God, could not utter these petitions. The author 
worns against a ritualistic interpretation, and re- 
minds us that God's Word is sacred. $1.50 
(1 HASTENING THE DAY OF GOD 
by John W. Bradbury 
New, important book on Bible prophecy by ovt- 
standing Bible scholars, including Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, Bishop William Culbertson, Dr. John F. 
Walvoord, Dr; Lovis T. Talbot, and many others. 
(272 pages, cloth bound) $3.00 
Order from bookstore or moil coupon below 
Please send cbove books. 
Amt. enclosed ( ) 
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220 E. Willow Street © Wheoton, Illinois 
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FI chose DALLAS 


because of its 


Liblical courses 


Christian race, and the first of the year 
is one of the times when we all may, 
with benefit, check up on the progress 
made in the year that is gone and re- 
set our sights for the year that is be- 
ginning. It is not that we should prepare 
a set of New Year’s resolutions, many of 
which may soon be broken or discarded. 
But rather that, in the light of God’s 
Word and under the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, we should thank God and 
take courage from the progress made in 
the past year, and noting the shortcom- 
ings and failures, we should confess 
them to God and receive His forgive- 
ness and cleansing (1 John 1:9). Then, 
unhampered by the burden and frustra- 
tion of past blunders and sins, we may, 
the Word"’(2 Tim. 4:2). The entire by God’s grace and in His enabling, press 
course is Bible-centered and the forward to better things in the year 
entire Bible is studied in class in ahead. 
the Bible Exposition department. 


APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAIN- 
ING. For free literature, catalog 
write to The Registrar: 

3909 Swiss Ave. 


Dallas DALLAS, TEXAS 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 








Year after year more students 
say the Biblical content of its 
curriculum was the determinative 
factor which led them to choose 
Dallas for seminary training. 


This Biblical emphasis grows out 
of the Dallas motto—‘*Preach 


vie 


Some years ago a very popular bit of 
verse told of “The Bird With a Broken 
Pinion” that a nature lover found and 
nursed back to health and strength. It 
closed with the somber reflection that 
“the bird with the broken pinion never 
soared as high again.” But this is not 
a true picture of the way God deals with 
us. He will chasten us to bring us to 


In the 
HOLY LAND 
A 
UNIQUE 
ORPHANAGE 


of 


The American 
EUROPEAN 
Some of the ORPHANS with their Foster Parents BETHEL MISSION 


Orphans of Hebrew Christians and other needy children are transformed out of misery, destitution and 
starvation into joyful, happy children. 
This miracle is being wrought through the care and love given them in the name of the Good Shepherd, our 
blessed Saviour, in whose nurture and admonition they are reared. It is a pleasure to see the effect in their 
lives—Spiritually, mentally, morally, and physically 
Our Cophanage in Haifa, as well as our Mission there, are strictly evangelical, non-deaominational, and non- 
sectarian. e enjoy steady progress in all our Gospel activities. 
More wistful, needy children look to us for admission in our Orphanage. 
uses to distribute the bounty of those who desire to be His “helping hands.” 
Please help carry our burden—and share with us the blessings. 

Address your letters to headquarters: 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC., 252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


Buffalo Bible Institute sc.cosw.ors 


eT 


















We are the channel the Lord 











Trained Ambassadors ... 


—are still wanted in the Service of the King. In these 
days of end-time apostasy, B.B.I. is maintained expressly 
to train Christian young ee to meet the present 
acute shortage of Bible-believing missionaries, pastors, 
teachers and directors of Christian Education. 
Opportunities for practical work are unexcelled. The 
elegant home of the Institute is centrally located in one 
of the finer residential districts. 


For full information regarding curriculum, 
tuition and support, write for handsome new 
Catalog direct to Desk T 


8 Lobby and Grand Staircase. 








December 12, 1953 ~ 


our senses and cause us to lean hard 
on Him, but when we come asking His 
forgiveness and confessing our failures, 
He does not make of us patched-up ref- 
ormations, but new creations, as our 
topic verses from 2 Corinthians 5 tell us. 
In Romans, 5:20, we read, “Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” 
Believers are not only saved from the 
death penalty of their sins, and cleansed 
from all their sins by the blood of Christ, 
but they are actually enabled to live 
as though they had never sinned, and 
they may say with Paul, “The law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:2). ° 
od 

This coming year then, by God’s grace, 
can indeed be a new year in knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus, in reading the Word, 
in prevailing prayer, in soul-winning, 
in power for service, in Christlikeness, 
and in every other phase of your Chris- 
tian life if you will have it so. And it 
can be true of you not by resolutions, 
or will power, or any other sort of tug- 
ging at your own bootstraps, but by 
surrender, surrender of all your old 
efforts and striving, your own plans and 
schemes (Rom. 12:1, 2), and letting His 
miraculous life flow through you to pro- 
duce in you the “fruit of the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). Will you let Him “make 
all things new” for you in 1954, and 
really expect Him to do just this? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


oe 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 21 to 27 


Mon.—Matthew 4:17-25. 
Theme of Jesus’ Ministry. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “The kingdom of 
heaven.” The Lord uses the phrase a 
score of times in the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. Paul refers to the Lord’s “heavenly 
kingdom” and said the Lord would “pre- 
serve” him unto it. This is the Kingdom 
the Lord’s poor and persecuted people 
inherit. And as you have already 
prayed, as did the penitent thief, that 
the Lord would “remember” you when 
He cometh into His Kingdom, so pray 
that the Lord will preserve you unto 
it, and then labor that you may have 
an abundant entrance into it. Pray for 
preparations being made now for the 
Billy Graham meetings in London, 


Tues.—Matthew 5:1-12. 
Inheritors of the Kingdom. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven.” The phrase is 
used twice in the above verses. Let 
every child of God keep the heavenly 
































Lesson for December 27 


Ghe Sndy School Gines 


Puiri E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
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Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 
$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $12.50. 
$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign (all countries except Canada 
and U. S. Possessions): add $1 
each per year, for postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








Kingdom in mind. In poverty remem- 
ber you are heirs of Christ’s Kingdom; 
and in persecution rejoice that yours is 
the Kingdom of God. It is the “Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
As an heir of the Kingdom promised, 
rejoice, and be ever mindful of this rest 
that “remaineth . to the people of 
God.” Pray for a new and mighty 
awareness of things to come to dawn 
upon the consciousness Of Christians 
everywhere. 


Wed.—Matthew 13:24-32. 
Growth of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “Let both grow 
together unti] the harvest.” In God’s 
present kingdom on earth there is, and 
shall be unto the end, a mixed condition 
of good and evil people. The separation 
of “tares” and “wheat” will be effected 
eventually by divine agents. These 
“angels,” appointed to observe people all 
through life, will appear eventually at 
departure from this world as “reapers,” 
and at the day of accounts as witnesses. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In which group will our readers appear 
“in the time of harvest”? Pray for Japan. 


Thurs.—Revelation 11:15-19. 
The Kingdom Consummated, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” No hope of 
righteousness and peace throughout the 
world can be possible from sin-marred 
world governments. The “hopes and fears 
of all the years” meet in Jesus Christ. 
He is the hope of the just and the fear 
of the wicked. The consummation of 
His divine purpose to rule this world 
in righteousness cannot be thwarted by 
all the bad that men and devils can do. 
He shall reign as King over the whole 
earth. All nations shall bow before Him. 
In His name shal] the Gentiles trust and 
Jews glory. And His Kingdom is an 
everlasting Kingdom. Pray for Burma. 


Fri.—Luke 2:8-20. The King is Born. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Sav- 
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” The 
birth of the Son of God into this world 
—the most sublime and important ad- 
vent ever to occur—ushered in the most 
tremendous events that mortals ever can 
know. His birth divides the souls of 
men. All who believe not that He was 
God manifest in flesh are of the Anti- 
christ; and all who own Him, as Thomas 
did, “My Lord and my God,” are of the 
Spirit and the true children of grace. 
All the glory of eternal ages will be be- 
cause “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son” to be the 
propitiation for our sins (see 1 John 
3:16). Pray for Thailand. 


Sat.—Acts 1:4-8. Command of the King. 


PRAYER SvuGcEsSTIONS: “Wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith he, 
ye have heard of me.” In the word of 
a king there is power. And the word 
of the King of kings was obeyed fully 
by the apostles. If we have’ the same 
Holy Spirit we will render to Christ 
the same loving obedience. The atti- 
tude of all true Christians in matters 
of life and practice is expressed in the 
words, “What saith my Lord unto his 
servant?” Is Christ your lawgiver? 
Pray for Malaya, 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 5:17-21. 
Ambassadors of the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SuGcestions: “Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.” Christ’s ambassadors are not 
called upon to set up His Kingdom, but 
to call all rebels to lay down their arms 
and be reconciled to their only right- 
ful King, Jesus Christ, who is coming 
to set up His Kingdom and will say to 
them, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 
25:34). Pray for Ceylon. 
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BOOKS OF PERMANENT VALUE 


Our catalog is FREE. Send for 
For All Ages your copy today. Paramount Book 
and Bible House, Dept. S-ii, 303 Race Street, 


Cambridge, Maryland. 
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Friendly Hints to Candid Inquirers 


Who Disbelieve the Bible 
By H. L. Hastings 
Twenty-five cents per copy 


CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE LEAGUE 
Box 277-ST . - Malverne, N. Y. 





Pastor’s Communion Set! 


——- 4 







A leather covered case 
with handle, plush lined. 
Tray, 6 glasses, bread plate with cover and wine 
flask. Needed by every pastor in visiting sick and 
shut-ins. Complete only $11.75. 

Order from your dealer today or direct 
WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 So. Wabash Dept. 16, Chicago 3, tM. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE Sunpay ScHooL 
TIMEs. 








BOOKS THAT 
HELP 


In such a time as this 


Bible Basis of Missions 
By R. H. Glover, M.D., F.R.G.S. Ten wonder- 
ful chapters to revitalize our missionary effort in 


these trying days 
208 pages cloth Price $2.50 


Sowers Gospel of John 

By Irving G. Hoff. The introduction, the undér- 
scoring and the concluding pages are different. 
Christ is identified in ten different ways in the 
very first chapter. $42 per 1000 7 cents each 


The Book of Daniel 
by W. C. Stevens. World events urge a restudy 
of this book of prophecy. It enlightens us about 
the “TIMES of the GENTILES t reassures 
concerning the future. Highly recommended by 
Dr. James M. Gray 
224 pages cloth 
Write for New Catalog 
This is our fiftieth year of ministering with the 
printed Gospel. Bible and book sales with the 
prayerful co-operation of our friends make pos- 
sible our free literature service to many fields, 
especially to Latin America. 


THE BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 


$27 $. Westmoreland Avenue Los Angeles 6, Califernia 
Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 


Price $2.00 














200 million 
Europeans 


Gore can rut i 
BIBLE 


have never in the hands of an unsaved 
Eur 
seen a opean for as $7oo 
' little as 

Bible! Time is running out. Help us reach 

these millions with the Gospel 
How shall When you write us—mention 

they believe “Bibles for Europe.” 





unless— Noel O. Lyons, Exec. See 
REV. ROBERT P_ EVANS, Director + RUSSELL T. HITT, Foreign Secretary 


GREATER EUROPE MISSION 


542 S. DEARBORSN STREET CHICAGO 5 








‘9m Just a ‘Dead End Kid’ ”’ 


E first saw her through the bars of a prison 
cell. She was only 17 years of age. Her 
crime—murder; her sentence—life impris- 

onment; her story—a common one. “I never 
knew my mother,” she told us. “My father was a 
‘good for nothing.’ I longed for the affection of 
parents and family, and I had no friends. In the 
end I went the way of the streets. Nobody loved 
me, for I was just a ‘dead end kid.’”’ How differ- 
ent her story might have been if someone had 
loved her and if someone had told her of the love 
of God for “dead end 
kids” — the waifs and 
strays of Europe! 


There are many such chil- 
dren and young people in 
Europe today. As are- 
sult of the last war and 
its aftermath, tens of 
thousands of children 
were left homeless and 
parentless. Today, many 
of them are in their teens 
and because of the lack 
of parental guidance have 
become habitual crim- 
inals, robbing and thiev- 
ing in order to live. It 
is among such children 
that the European Evan- 
gelistic Crusade is doing 
its utmost, with the 
limited resources avail- 
able, to feed and clothe 
them and win them for 


Christ. 


We spoke to one young- 
ster who even at his early 
age was a thief. We 
asked him his name and 
he replied, “I do not know 
my family name, but they 
call me Peter.” “Where 
are your parents?” With 
a shrug of his shoulders 
he uttered one simple 
word, “Dead.” He rolled 
up his shirt sleeve and 
showed us a number tattooed on his arm dating 
back to the days of the concentration camps. He 


to us for help. 


Please address all gifts and correspondence for this purpose to: 


Please cut off here and rm 


(Save Europe's Children) 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S., Director for North America ; 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc. : 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 

811 Westview Street, Phila. 19, Pa. 








Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I enclose $——________ ; 
to help meet the urgent need of Europe's children, assuring you of ' 
my prayers in this project of mercy. ' 
' 
! 
Name ' 
' 
Street. - 
' 
' 


Zone State 





City 





The eyes of Europe’s neglected children appealingly look 
We must not fail them. 


had a number, but he had noname. He was just 


a “dead end kid.” 

On a frontier in Germany we met another ragged 
urchin whose story broke our hearts. He was only 
12 years old. He told us,“I am forced to cross the 
frontier night after night. I smuggle goods across, 
and if I fail to bring anything back with me, I am 
beaten black and blue by the man who employs 
me. Today, I brought nothing back, and I am 
frightened to face him.” Here was a boy, little 
more than a child, fearful and trembling —a child 
who had come to a dead 
end in his life, typical of 
so many in Europe who 
need to know of the love 
of God, the tender care 
of parents, and the atmos- 
phere of a Christian 
home. 


In another town, we met 
a young girl suffering 
from a severe case of 
tuberculosis, and for 
whom the doctors had 
given up all hope. She 
said, “I wish that I had 
never been born, for I 
have no home, and my 
parents are dead.” She 
continued, “The lepers 
were fortunate in the 
days of the Bible for they 
could tell Jesus of their 
disease. To whom can 
I go in the 20th century? 
I have no Jesus to help 
me!” Here stood another 
victim of the last war, 
gripped with disease, 
facing a dead end in her 
life with no shred of hope 
for the future. We put 
our arms around her, and 
as we told her of the One 
who would never leave 
her nor forsake her, the 
peace of God flowed over 
her soul. Praise God, the 
dead end had become an open way through Christ 
to the Father’s house! 


Christmas 1953 will soon be upon us, but what 
will Christmas mean to the neglected children of 
Europe? Did not Christ also dieforthem? Are 
they to be denied the spiritual, physical, and moral 
blessings that God intended for His creatures? 


May God challenge you with this opportunity to 
become both Father and Mother to some neglected 
children in Europe who, frustrated and lonely and 
facing a dead end, will find the love of Christ 
through your kindness toward them. We must 
do something NOW to give them hope through 
the message of Christ’s love, together with im- 
mediate physical and moral help. 


We need your help. 
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